Norwich, Vermont 05055

“We can never get
a recreation of
community and
heal our society
without giving our
citizens a sense
of belonging.”
~ Patch Adams

The Norwich Times
celebrates its
25th anniversary!
Thank you, Norwich,
for all you are and all you give.
~ Jen MacMillen
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Celebrating Norwich Times’ 25th Anniversary Issue
Jen MacMillen

I

’m not going to say it because it’s just too cliché. However, it
does feel like yesterday when Wendy McMillan Kenyon and I
were working on the Quechee Times together – she was my
graphic designer at the time – and we began toying with the idea
of starting a Norwich publication modeled after the Quechee
Times. Her daughter, Maddy, was just three years old and my
older daughter, Dewey, was just 18 months and we both worked
with and around our daughters by our sides many a day or night!
I had only been publishing the Quechee Times for about a year
and thus harbored a helping of self-doubt and fear highlighted by
my inexperience. So, I asked my cousin who was an extremely
well-loved and respected community member and local attorney,
Garfield (“Field”) Miller of Miller and Candon, what he thought
of the idea. He, of course, in his reserved way (with a slightly
noticeable twinkle in his eye) said “Yeah, sure. Go for it!” He
even agreed to write one of the first articles!
So, before I continue to ramble on about how awesome
Norwich is and about what a privilege it has been to share its
good news stories with everyone in the community, I’d like to
dedicate this 25th anniversary issue to my late and beloved
cousin, advisor and under-the-radar supporter, Field Miller. All
who knew him loved him dearly and anyone who enjoys the
Norwich Times can thank him in memoriam.

Why Just Norwich?

25 Years
100 issues
1000+ Stories
Thank you for
helping us celebrate
Good People,
Good Places, and
Good Things Happening

Est. September 1997

Field Miller gave his
thumbs-up to the idea
of launching the Norwich
Times 25 years ago.

One of the age-old questions I get asked
about the Norwich Times is why I didn’t start
a Hanover/Norwich paper. From a business
perspective, it would have made all the
sense in the world. At the time, Here In
Hanover didn’t exist and there really were
no other publications that served these two
communities except Upper Valley Life and
the Valley News. The Norwich Happenings
newsletter was a wonderful mainstay for
town and civic organization news. But, the

Jen MacMillen and daughters Dewey and Maisie, May 2022

Norwich Times, I believed, would serve to complement it by
presenting more longform, human-interest profile pieces.
Sometimes I kick myself because it would have been much
easier to get advertisers and therefore more revenue had I been
able to offer to reach both communities. However, I knew in my
gut that Norwich needed its own publication that focused solely
on Norwich people, places and events that made Norwich such
a deeply special place. Somehow, it just felt like the right thing
to do and, to this day, I still feel strongly about how wonderfully
intimate we can keep the content without having to serve
multiple audiences. I hope you all agree. Please feel free to share
your thoughts!

Recurring Themes That Just Fit

While Norwich is home to so many interesting people and
goings on, it’s not always easy to come up with new story ideas.
Unless you hear people talking on the playground or at Dan and
Whit’s or at a soccer game, you don’t necessarily know what cool
Continued on page 8

Norwich Times first issue: fall 1997

Norwich Times second issue: holiday 1997

Norwich Times most recent of our 25 years of issues: winter/spring and summer 2022
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G O O DNES S InDEED

Something Everyone Can Agree On
Mark Lilienthal

Y

ou didn’t ask for it, but you’re
getting it anyway: a resident’s
top 25 reasons Norwich is a good
spot to be in 2022.

7.

1.
2.

8.

3.

9.

		Quick: when’s the last time
you locked your house?
		Fifty-degree temperature
swings in 24 hours. Better
to love it than hate it!

		The publicly funded
portion of the library’s
budget passed with more
than 90% of the vote last
March. What a nice way to
answer the question, “Are
we for or against reading?”

4.

		Admit it: during the
Norwich Fair, you kind of
feel like you, personally,
are part of hosting a party
in your town.

5.

		Both Hazen and Huntley
Streets are horseshoes.
Giddyup.

6.

		King Arthur Baking
Company has got your
last-minute gift, cup of
coffee, and artisanal bread
all in one spot.

		When you walk the block,
you are guaranteed to wave
to people you know. Every
time.

10.
11.

Sample’s Jump: You either
know what that is, or you
don’t, but regardless, it’s
cool to have in your town.

12.

Ever heard someone say,
“I hate having a locally
owned bookstore in my
town.”? Didn’t think so.

20.

15.

21.

		 Nearly New Sale, 19 Days
of Norwich, concerts on
the Green, pancake
breakfasts, ice skating
parties, Bike to School
Day, the Pageant, Lego
Tuesdays, Town Meeting,
Citizen of the
Year galas, the Turkey
Trot…a scratch for
every itch.

		The bird’s eye view of the
autumn foliage from Gile
Mountain fire tower is
tough to beat.

A pizza pulled fresh and
hot from the community
oven bursts with cooking’s
two most important
ingredients: patience and
love.

13.
14.

		 Main Street festooned
with flags on a holiday.

		When you live here, you
learn to navigate the
Farmer’s Market with a
local’s skill: secret parking
spots, free samples from
your favorite vendors,
knowledge of where your
food comes from and what
to do with it.

		 Carpenter Street on
Halloween will deliver
your annual fix for ghosts,
goblins, and ghouls.

16.

		 Seeing people in black tie
on a Saturday afternoon in
September, gathered in the
center of 05055, nerves and
passions aflame, and
having the wherewithal to
realize that those people
had chosen to come HERE
to the place where you
LIVE to celebrate LOVE.
Cue the tissues.

19.

		 The real fountain of youth
is right over there, at the
Montshire.

		 There is an excellent
chance we will count a
United States Senator in
our midst next year.

22.

Have you ever noticed how
you are friendly with both
life-long locals and new
arrivals to town?
Something ain’t broke.

23.

Mother Nature and an
army of volunteers have
blessed us with stress-relief
all over town: Cossingham,
Parcel 5, Brookmead, Heyl,
Converse Loop… a trail to
improve every mood!

24.

Apparently, there’s
a halfway-decent general
store in the village.

25.

You. Yes, you. You live here
and make this place vibrate
with life, optimism, and
beauty. Thanks for reading
and making so much of the
above possible. Here’s to
another 25 years of the
Norwich Times! n

17.

		We name our important
spaces after the people
who educate our children:
Milton Frye Natural Area,
Girard Field, Partridge
Hill, Bill Ballard Trail.

18.

		 No matter if you are on
the busiest road or on 100
acres, respect of and for
privacy are the norm, not
the exception.

Honestly, is it normal to
know the names of the
people who work at the
Transfer Station? Well,
when you do, a chore
becomes an opportunity to
make a human
connection. One of them
even speaks French! Seems
like a
good trade.

Admit it: during the Norwich Fair,
you kind of feel like you, personally,
are part of hosting a party in your town.

IS THE PROUD SPONSOR OF THE GOODNESS InDEED PAGE
See “Spotlight On Our Sponsor” on Page 27
Mascoma has a longstanding tradition of supporting local people and organizations doing good deeds for the community. www.mascomabank.com
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N O R W IC H W O M E N’ S C L U B
October 12 t h -16 th

Tra cy Ha ll, Norw ich

As The Norwich Women’s Club celebrates its 115th year,
we warmly congratulate
the Norwich Times on
25 publishing years!

Nearly New Sale

Great in
selection
of gently-used clothing for men, women, and children
The Nearly New Sale is coming up October 12-16th at Tracy Hall
Norwich.
Over $30,000 raised for local scholarships last year!
The sale has been a community favorite and a Norwich Women’s Club fundraising
tradition for over 50 years.for more information
Visit www.norwichwomensclub.org
It’s a perfect way to give a new life to your high-quality, gently-used clothing
and to find those perfect “new” items to add to your own wardrobe.

The sale happens once a year, and we welcome clothing appropriate for any season.
To consign, volunteer, or learn more, please visit norwichwomensclub.org/nearly-new-sale.
Proceeds from the Nearly New Sale provide post-secondary scholarships for Norwich residents.
The Norwich Women’s Club is a philanthropic organization dedicated to enhancing the social, cultural and educational landscape of Norwich, Vermont.
Membership is open to all persons with an interest in Norwich.
The NWC has contributed more than $1,000,000 to the community since 1964.

Alice Peck Day
Alice Peck Day
Memorial Hospital
Memorial Hospital

In an Emergency,
Choose Alice Peck Day
We hope you never have a health emergency, but
our Emergency Department is ready 24/7/365 if you
do. Patients choose Alice Peck Day for high-quality,
personalized care in a comfortable setting.
Expect to be seen quickly by Dartmouth Hitchcock
Medical Center (DHMC) board-certified providers
who also deliver emergency care at DHMC.
Centrally located in Lebanon, 1.5 miles from
Interstate 89 exits 18 and 19.

(603) 448-7448 • AlicePeckDay.org

Photo taken pre-pandemic.
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SENSE OF PLACE: WHY IT MATTERS

William H. “Star” Johnson, Broker
Meg Ward, Broker-Associate

T

hink of a place you love in the Upper Valley. Why do you love it? Because
of how it looks, sounds, smells, feels? The experiences you have had
there? The people you had them with? Stories you know about the place?
All these elements and more give locales what has come to be called a
“sense of place” — the combination of factors that make people value and
feel connected to particular places and make those places unique.
Sense of place is individual: the same places mean different things to
different people depending on their values, culture, knowledge, and personal
history. Sense of place is also collective: when a place has meaning and
appeal to a lot of people, that’s a powerful force.
A locale’s sense of place can be strengthened through “placemaking” –
intentionally enhancing those elements that make places feel good individually
and collectively. Placemaking includes everything from reclaiming Abenaki
place names to welcoming new Americans to opening up public spaces to
foster belonging.
Placemaking
should draw into
the community
people who have
been marginalized
or
excluded, says a
statement from
the International
Project for Public
Spaces. “When
people of all ages,
abilities, and
socio-economic
backgrounds can
not only access
and enjoy a place,
but also play a
key role in its
identity, creation, and maintenance, that is when we see genuine
Placemaking in action.”
Vital Communities focuses on building a sense of place and on
placemaking because doing so can help people feel like they belong. This
focus inspires the communal energy and commitment needed to work
together on immediate and long-term concerns. When people feel attached
to a place, they are more likely to put their time and resources into taking
care of it and working with others to do so. Taking care of the place makes
them love it even more, thus creating an upward spiral of community care
and energy.
“Sense of place asks the question, ‘Where do we belong?’” said Rob
Schultz, Vital Communities’ outgoing Director of Place-Based Learning. “If
we feel like we belong in a place then we’re more likely to pay attention to
it, its physical, geographic, and social dimensions. And that leads to almost
everything Vital Communities does.”
Sense of place and placemaking also play a direct role in many key
aspects of Upper Valley community life, including economic prosperity,
viable farms, education, effective citizen action — and, through it all,
bringing people together. “Having a sense of place is an anchor for moving
into action and engagement and volunteerism,” said Gabrielle Smith, Project
Manager of Vital Communities’ Valley Quest program. “You get a broader,
more whole understanding of what ‘your’ place is. A strong sense of place
goes beyond your day-to-day life where you live and work — it is built on
what you value, your interests, and your growing awareness of your place,
your fellow residents, and community as a whole.”
Learn more about how sense of place and placemaking impact us as
individuals and communities at vitalcommunities.org/placemaking. n

Cel e b rating 2 5 Y ears

The Norwich Times

We are a small, boutique-style real estate office, serving buyers and
sellers, whose goal is to provide high quality service and professionalism, with the same access as large offices to properties for sale,
and buyers who are in the market, made possible by our Multiple
Listing Service membership. We have many years of experience in
the Upper Valley, and, would be very pleased to help you with your
real estate needs, for all sorts of property.
5 Olde Nugget Alley, Suite 5, Hanover, New Hampshire · www.biggreenre.com · 603-643-3942
Big Green Real Estate is not affiliated with nor officially sanctioned by Dartmouth College

FINE FRAMING IS AN ART IN ITSELF

Celebrating36 Years

Downtown White River Jct.
55 South Main Street
(802) 296-2121
www.junctionframeshop.com

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMES
READY-MADE FRAMES
PHOTO FRAMES

Fall Term 2022
Explore your world!
Registration is open!

For 25 years,
Vital Communities
has brought people together
to cultivate the civic,
environmental, and economic
vitality of the Upper Valley

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Dartmouth
1 Court Street, Suite 380, Lebanon, NH 03766
(603) 646-0154 · osher@dartmouth.edu · osher.dartmouth.edu

Fall 2022
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Too Many Deer!
Lynnwood Andrews

T

Historically, Vermont’s deer herd was controlled by
predators like Eastern wolves and mountain lions,
by our long, cold and snowy winters,
by a lack of preferred forest-edge habitat, and by human hunters.

here are too many deer in
Vermont, and they are inflicting
harm on people, forests, and other
wildlife. Historically, Vermont’s deer
herd was controlled by predators like
Eastern wolves and mountain lions,
by our long, cold and snowy winters,
by a lack of preferred forest-edge
habitat, and by human hunters.
Colonists and settlers exterminated
wolves and mountain lions. They
cleared much of the forest, creating
large tracts of the edge habitat where
deer can thrive.
Today, we rely mainly on hunters
to control deer. Nevertheless, as the
number of hunters decreases and the
number of land owners leery of
allowing hunters on their property
increases, our deer herd expands to
unsustainable levels.

White-tailed Deer from Peabody Place, Dripping Springs, Texas on June 09, 2015 by Greg Lasley

Human Health

Forest Health

Deer numbers drive the prevalence
of the black-legged tick, which
accounts for over 99% of all tick-borne
diseases reported in Vermont,
according to the Vermont Agency of
Agriculture Food and Markets. Ticks
carry Lyme disease, anaplasmosis,
babeosis, Borrelia miyamoitoi disease,
and Powassan virus disease.
Vehicle collisions with deer are a
significant risk. According to
Vermont Fish and Wildlife, since 2016
between 2200-2500 deer are reported
killed on Vermont roads per year. As
some collisions are not reported, this
is an underestimate of the accidents.

are often so heavily browsed that they
cannot grow to maturity. They
disappear from the mix of species vital
to maintaining not only species
diversity, but a healthy age spread of
trees. When openings occur in the
forest, tree saplings cannot grow if
they are not there at all, or have been
repeatedly eaten down, so that they
cannot compete with species that
deer avoid.

Wildlife

Deer significantly alter forest
st r uct u re,
regener ation
a nd
biodiversity. Because they evolved
with native plants, deer generally
prefer them over non-native species.
While a starving deer will eat almost
anything, large deer herds strip the
landscape of preferred native plants
before turning to less preferred
species. This contributes to the spread
of non-native invasives.
When the forest understory is
overbrowsed by deer, the mix of plant
species changes, with impacts ranging
from altered soil chemistry and
nutrient cycling, to long-term changes

in forest structure and composition.
Recovery from such changes requires
long-term reduction of deer pressure
and interventions that support
recuperation of decimated plant
populations. A study of deer browse in
Pennsylvania found that when forest
openings and edges were protected,
some plants re-grew. By contrast, in
u n prote cte d
c o nt rol
a r e a s,
Hay-scented fern, which deer avoid,
proliferated, created permanent dense
“fields” that cast such heavy shade on
the forest floor, tree and other plant
seedlings could not grow.
Tree seedlings and saplings,
especially oaks, maples and cherries,

The Scotland House

How to Help

The Vermont Department of Fish
and Wildlife (VDFW) has resources
to help hunters and landowners. New
and experienced hunters can benefit
from hunter safety classes offered by
VDFW. Landowners can find a list of
hunters who would like permission to
hunt in their area. With this
connection, landowners could post
their property while allowing only
invited hunter(s) on their land. n

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

Adult Day Care and Wellness

802-280-6080
8826 Woodstock Road, Quechee
info@scotlandhousevt.org

For a
Beautiful
Lawn...
A Place to
Relax.

Are YOU or someone you know caring for a loved one AT HOME?
Scotland House Adult Day Care and Wellness
is the answer FOR YOU!
We are here to help, let us SHARE THE CARE.
We provide a safe, supportive environment
where participants can receive a range of
professional health, social, and therapeutic services.
Our Services Include but not limited to: Family and Caregiver Support
Participant Centered Activities
Nutritional Support
Nursing and Personal Care
Chronic Disease Management
Specialized Dementia Care
Monitoring of Acute Medical Issues
Intergenerational Opportunities
Exercise and Physical Activities

Complete Liquid
Fertilization Program
Including Weed-Insect Control
Liming - Core Aeration
ORGANIC Fertilizer Program

www.scotlandhousevt.org
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When deer strip the understory of
native plants, other wildlife that
depend on these plants may starve or
suffer higher predation. While there is
a paucity of research in this area,
studies have documented significant
impacts on some bird, small mammal
and invertebrate species. Many species
are sensitive to decreases in understory
foliage density and changes in flower
abundance and timing.

Call (802) 773-7833
Fall 2022
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Crossroads Academy
STRONG MINDS • KIND HEARTS

A Co-educational K–8 Independent School in Lyme, NH
committed to academic excellence and moral integrity.
Crossroads inspires students to love learning, act honorably,
and contribute actively to intellectual, cultural, and civic life.

Plan a Visit Today! www.crossroadsacademy.org
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CELEBRATING NORWICH TIMES’ 25TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE – continued from page 1

THANK YOU FOR
25 YEARS OF
GOOD NEWS, NORWICH!

General Contracting • Architectural Design
Additions & Remodeling • Custom Kitchens & Baths

Norwich, Vermont
802.649.1615 • www.riverlightbuilders.com

and unique tidbits are just waiting to be told. So, sometimes certain themes would
repeat themselves over the years as tried-and-true fan faves!
Clearly, we love our local farms and
farmers. We live here because we are
privileged to have such incredibly
high-quality food grown or raised in our
backyards. As such, you might have read
many articles about farms, farming,
farmers and the landowners who donated
their land to keep local farming viable. In
Milt & Carolyn Frye, first glean at Crossroad Farm
my opinion, the topic never gets old!
Another theme that I selfishly created
was the Gap Year Kids series. When my
daughters were in middle and high school, I
was intrigued by the many adventures
Norwich young people embarked on
between high school and college. I
personally believed in the benefits of trying
out a new culture or volunteer stint or
perhaps an apprenticeship before just
automatically going straight to college. In
order to give a voice to these young people,
I encouraged many to tell their tales. This
served a variety of obvious purposes. I also Maisie MacMillen at Rincon da la Vieja National Park
hoped that other young people would be
inspired to investigate their own options and
possibilities. If you were inspired by reading
about your contemporaries, please share
which stories were particularly compelling
and what you ended up doing as a result!
Education is another community
priority that Norwich residents value a
great deal. Since the longtime MCS
principal, Milt Frye, retired just as the
Norwich Times launched, we featured the
many principals that followed his tenure.
Mrs. T, Tracy Smith, Mr. G and other Mr. Bill (see cover story in the NT fall 2012 issue)
longtime and beloved teachers often
appeared in our pages, as well. The May Day celebration
was always a welcomed photo opp as it captured so well the
spirit and values Norwich holds dear when it comes to
educating its children.
I also particularly enjoyed our Elder Profiles. Norwich
has an amazing mix of those whose families have been
here for generations and the newly retired transplants who
come back after their long-ago exposure to our special
place during their Dartmouth years. Not only were their
life stories fascinating, and their words of wisdom worth Elder profile: Arline Rotman
their weight in gold, the fierce commitment these elders
made to aging in place was a testament to Norwich and to the community
support. It was an honor to capture their spirits in our pages.

Thank you, Norwich

When we think about the saying, It takes a village to raise a child. I can’t think
of a better village to raise this “child,” the Norwich Times, from birth to now, as it
turns 25. I am deeply grateful to have been able to share your personal heart and
soul stories and to provide a vehicle through which neighbors can connect and
even meet each other. To overhear someone in Dan and Whit’s say, “Oh, I
recognize you from reading about you in the Norwich Times…” is my greatest
reward. To know that people connect, inspire, teach, share, open up, invite and
just plain give of themselves to each other through our pages, and have for the past
25 years, is what gives me the hope that we can uplift humanity through the
power of positive press. Thank you, Norwich, for making it so easy.
And, last but not least – as these pages would not exist without our co-collaborators – our advertisers, sponsors and contributors. We truly could not exist
without local businesses that believe in the power of good news and in supporting
their community nor could we feel Norwich’s heart and soul if we didn’t have such
tremendous writers who capture the essence of what makes Norwich so special.
Thank you all for your ongoing loyalty, support and for translating our subjects’
values into messages of hope and inspiration.
We thank you all! n
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Building, Remodeling Techniques For A Comfortable Living Space

T

he housing market has been hot, to say the least, in Norwich, always one
begins. One method currently popular is a construction method called
of the more desirable zip codes in Vermont. With sales of existing homes
advanced house framing. This technique minimizes the amount of lumber
and building new proving furious in the recent past, many, unable to find a
used in framing the project, leading to lower material costs and lessening
new home, have turned to remodeling their current homes. Though supply and
waste. It increases energy efficiency by adding insulating material in place of
prices of building materials has prolonged some projects, people have moved
the lumber not being used.
forward with building and remodeling plans.
A popular method of creating a warm space during cool weather is the use
An important consideration in home construction in our area is energy
of passive solar design. This technique depends on the proper positioning of
efficiency. Home heating costs spiked last winter, and doubtless will remain
energy efficient windows (south facing), and holding the heat in the structure.
high for this winter season. To help create a comfortable, efficient living space,
The thermal mass inside the house holding in the heat collected can be
there are several techniques helpful in designing and building to consider.
something as simple as an interior brick wall, designed for aesthetics and heat
A great way to begin a new construction or remodel project is to incorporate
retention. If you’ve ever walked past a south facing exterior brick wall on a cold,
a whole house systems approach. This concept
sunny winter afternoon, you are aware of the heat
entails a variety of factors, including insulating
retention capabilities. Certainly other materials
the space, selecting proper appliances and
besides brick may be used in passive solar design.
electronic systems, lighting, heating and cooling
Not planning a build or major remodel, but in
options (including water heating), and selecting
need of increased energy efficiency? Now is a great
doors and windows.
time to start with an energy audit of the home.
Tom Porter, of Norwich’s G.R. Porter & Sons,
The results will point the homeowner in the right
says insulating in key areas is important. “Lots of
direction of solutions, be it new windows, doors,
insulation and air sealing help to keep the
or increased insulation. Contractors, heating and
mechanical systems simple and energy efficient
energy specialists, and for some homeowners,
in the most costly way possible.”
non-profits dedicated to helping weatherize homes
~ Frank Orlowski
With a plan in place, the actual construction Window replacement is usually a part of a major remodel
will perform these audits. n

Energy-efficient windows can help
reduce your utility bills and make
your home more comfortable.
This article is sponsored by Marvin Design Gallery

>> Owner Bill Suhr explains how nursery trees are

propagated using the grafting method with saplings.

CHAMPLAIN ORCHARDS
has been a Co-op Food
Stores local partner since
2001. This fall, fill your
shopping cart with cider
and your favorite apple
varieties, like the ever
popular Keepsake and
Pink Lady.

4,000 VT NH PRODUCTS!
[IT’S A CO-OP THING]
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It’s easy to support our
community through
buying local. Just look
for the green leaf!

coopfoodstore.coop
Hanover • Lebanon • White River Jct.
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A 25-Year Retrospective
----- of the ----Norwich Times

The Norwich Times covers for the partial years of 1997 and 2022 can be found on the cover of this current issue, and the 96 issues in between are highlighted here.
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As the Norwich Times celebrates 25 years of publishing, it seems an appropriate
time to reflect upon what has changed in town over those years. In 1997, Norwich
Square included a flower shop, Alice’s Bakery and Café as well as the newly-renamed
Norwich Wines and Spirits. The flower shop was replaced by The J List, and is
currently a rare book dealer, and the café has been through three subsequent
owners, currently awaiting a new venture. Many other businesses have come and
gone, but the Post Office, Norwich Bookstore, and Norwich Knits (formerly
Northern Nights) remain with us after 25 years!
The world of wine was very different from what it is now, too. Customers were
caught up in reviews and ratings from Wine Spectator and Consumer Reports, merlot
was the most popular red wine, and sparkling wines were mostly thought of as
something for graduations and weddings. While we were proudly introducing dry
rosés, many were skeptical of them, thinking they must all be like sweet white
Zinfandels. The beer world was different, too, dominated by the larger breweries (with
the exception of our local Catamount) and cans were considered inferior to bottles.
Today the world of wine and beer is more fascinating than ever! Our customers
have grown tired of enjoying the same wine all the time, instead coming to us
looking for “something different.” Our beer cooler is filled with great Vermont-made
beers, almost all in 16-ounce cans instead of bottles. Lovely dry rosé is not just for
summer, and more and more folks have come to love to drink champagne, cremant,
and cava with meals as well as for special occasions.
As we congratulate Jen and her team for keeping this fun publication going for
longer than many businesses survive, we are proud to have been a part of it for all
these years. Here’s raising a glass to all the future holds, with excitement for the
chance to keep sharing what we love with all of you! n

You are not alone.
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every hour, every day 866-348-WISE
chat online at wiseuv.org

We’re here for you.

Since 1971, WISE has supported survivors
in times of stress and crisis. Our advocates
are here for you every hour, every day.
Call the crisis line or chat with us online.
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sponsored by
Norwich Wines
and Spirits

BURTON HOUSE • ELM STREET
NORWICH, VERMONT 05055
(802) 649-1970
Norwichwinesandspirits@gmail.com

follow us @WISEuv

Rooted in Family.
Nourished by Care.
Enriched with Experience.

Program Center
38 Bank Street
Lebanon, NH

Call Pudge today. (802) 280-1910

What more could you
ask for? Residents enjoy
private apartments in
a beautiful setting with
superb services and
amenities that include
healthy, tastefully
prepared meals;
entertainment; gardens;
and dedicated nursing
support available 24/7.

EVERYTHING
You Need.
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TerraceCommunities.com

Uniform Consumer Disclosure Available Upon Request
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NOR WI CH HIST O RY

History in Slate and Stone
David Callaway

I

n 1770, only eight years after Norwich was founded,
the infant twin Slafter boys, Asahel and Asaph, died
and were buried in the Waterman Hill Cemetery.
These were the first documented burials in Norwich,
and this is the oldest cemetery in town. Lying north of
the village just before the Pompanoosuc River and west
up on Hemlock Road, the Waterman Hill Cemetery
was a final resting place for many of Norwich’s early
settlers, and a stroll over the grounds and an
examination of the gravestones offer historical sketches
into the challenges faced by the first residents. Diseases
that are rarely mentioned today were fatal, infant
deaths were common, and few lived to a golden age.
Along with Waterman Hill Cemetery, which
closed in 1895, there are ten other known cemeteries
in Norwich. They range in size from four graves to
over 2,000. Some can be reached by foot from the
Norwich Inn, others require a short drive, and for a
few, you should prepare for a hike with a good map.

New Boston Cemetery: John G., son of William & Ruth
Willson, died January 16, 1832, aged 2 years, 10 months)

THE STRONG HOUSE SPA

Green View Advisors

Discover Our
Wellness Lounge

Christopher Rhim

Total Mind/Body Relaxation
2 person minimum
4 person maximum
Call for a consultation

, CDFA™

www.stronghousespa.com

FEE-ONLY
INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT
• FINANCIAL PLANNING
• DIVORCE PLANNING
• MONEY MANAGEMENT

8 Beaver Meadow Road, Norwich VT 05055
Crhim@greenviewadvisors.com
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Elijah Waterman; April 29, 1828

On the northern
outskirts of Norwich at
the intersection of New
Boston Road and Norford
Lake Road is the New
Boston Cemetery. This
cemetery was first used in
1790 for the burial of the
infants of Elija and Lydia
Baldwin. “The largest of
the families buried here
was the Sargents, who
were known for being
A marker of the Sargent family at
sawyers and owning large
New Boston Cemetery
parcels of land.” It’s
medium in size with 120
graves and is built on a hill like the majority of the
town’s cemeteries. Its last burial took place in 1977.
The Union Village Cemetery, located adjacent to
the United Methodist Church, opened in 1823. This
is one of the larger cemeteries and it sits on land
owned jointly by Norwich and Thetford. “This
cemetery seems to attract large families of ‘C’s:
Cambridge, Clark, Clogston, Cloud, Clough,
Colburn, and Cook... but the Watermans are the

United Methodist Church in Union Village

(802) 295.1718

Waterman Hill Cemetery
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An obelisk at Fairview Cemetery marking the grave of Alden Partridge (above right)

C

A) Beaver Meadow Cemetery

G) Parkhurst Cemetery

B) Fairview Cemetery

H) Podunk Cemetery

C) Hillside Cemetery

I) Rogers & Hartshom Cemetery

D) Hogback/Sargent Cemetery

J) Union Village Cemetery

E) Meeting House Cemetery

K) Waterman Hill Cemetery

F) New Boston Cemetery
Map of local cemeteries

largest group.” The cemetery has more than 500
graves and remains open today.
Located near the Waterman Hill Cemetery in the
Campbell Flats area is Hogback Cemetery. One of
the smallest in town, with only six known graves, it
was opened in 1826 with the burial of four-year-old
Hamlin Hubbard Jr. “Long after its closing in 1870, a
new Sargent Cemetery was erected in 2000, and is
attached to the Hogback lot. It is being used by the
Sargent families today.”
To the northwest of Norwich village, two miles
out on Turnpike Road, lies the Rogers and Hartshorn
Cemetery, the second-smallest of all cemeteries in
Norwich, with only five burials. It opened in 1844
and no known burials occurred after 1850.
A short drive west of the village lies the small
community of Beaver Meadow. Paul Sample, one of
Norwich’s most famous artists, created a painting of

Entrance to Fairview Cemetery

Beaver Meadow that included the hamlet’s chapel
and to its left, the Beaver Meadow Cemetery. It
closed in 1966 and holds 250 gravestones. The burial
grounds were first used in 1795, to inter 41-year-old
Roxalana Sawyer. “Luck was not on her side, as she
was one of the two wives of Conant Sawyer and
together they lost five infants.”
If you are looking for a challenge, the next two
cemeteries might be worth the effort. But first, lace up
your hiking boots. Located a 30-minute walk off
Cossingham Road, not far from the Appalachian
Trail in an area called Podunk, lies Parkhurst
Cemetery. Again, the first burials in 1826 were for
children, one only a month old and the other three
years old. Tragedy seems to have plagued this area, for
“among the eight different families buried here, 12 out
of the 21 deaths were people younger than 25.” The
now abandoned cemetery had its last burial in 1873.

Nearby the Parkhurst cemetery is the Newton
Cemetery, Norwich’s smallest burial ground. This one
is named for the four members of the Newton family
who were buried here between 1849 and 1885.
The third-oldest burial ground in town, Meeting
House Hill Cemetery, lies off Union Village Road
about a mile north of Norwich village. The old
meeting house, where town business and the first
church services were held, stood southwest of the
cemetery. “In 1773, some tragic deaths led to the
earliest burials: Peter Olcott Jr., age eight, and six days
later a sibling, Pell Mills Olcott Jr., 10 years old.”
Fairview Cemetery, located a short distance
from Main Street on Beaver Meadow Road, is the
second-oldest cemetery in Norwich. It opened in
1772 and was once known as “The Norwich Plain
Cemetery.” Remarkably, more than a thousand
Continued on page 20

Shop local! Knit local!
Browse yarn and ﬁber
from 14 Vermont ﬁber
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Check our website for
hours and classes

www.norwichknits.com
289 Main Street
Norwich, VT
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NORWICH HISTORY – continued from page 21
burials took place on this small plot of land. Many
of the first resident families – the Burtons, Hatchs,
Hopsons, and Wrights – are buried here. A large
obelisk in the center of the cemetery is the resting
place of Alden Partridge, founder of Norwich
University. A garage at the west end of the cemetery
once housed the town’s circa 1910 horse-drawn
hearse. The hearse was restored in 1995 and now
resides in the Norwich Historical Society’s barn.
The Hillside-Loveland Cemetery, also known as the
Cemetery on the Hill, is the largest and newest
cemetery in town, with more than 2,000 sites. Located
off Hopson Road and up Hillside Road, the left-side
cemetery is located on land that once held the Altow
ski area, which operated in the 1940s and ’50s. The
land was once owned by the Snite family, whose
daughter, Betsy, participated in the 1956 and 1960
Winter Olympics. Paul Sample’s grave site in the
northeast section overlooks the entire cemetery, with a
wonderful view of
t
h
e
Congregational
church and Baker
Libra r y
at
Dartmouth.
Along with
the history that
can be gleaned
from a stroll
around a town
cemetery, the
gravestones can
Many of the headstones were created by Gershom
also provide a
Bartlett, one of the earliest carvers in the region.
glimpse into the

Meeting House Hill Cemetery

art of the time they were created. In the four oldest
cemeteries many of the headstones were created by
Gershom Bartlett, one of the earliest gravestone carvers
in the region. Bartlett moved from Bolton, Connecticut,
to Norwich in 1773 after he purchased 400 acres of land
in the Pompanoosuc area. He worked for the town as a
highway surveyor, fence viewer, and lister. But Bartlett
is best known for the nearly 350 stones he carved
between 1773 and 1797 that can be found in cemeteries
from Windsor, Vermont, to Orford, New Hampshire.
Bartlett used a chisel, a few mallets, and perhaps a
compass to create his gravestone art. His carvings are
original and in some cases bizarre to the modern eye.
But his work is easy to identify, with their distinctive
design of faces that look like clothing hooks. “The
simple curved lines with which he rendered facial
features on headstones earned him the moniker, ‘the
hook-and-eye-man.’” Often the faces had turned-down
mouths and bulbous noses. Pinwheels and four-leaf
clovers were etched along the sides. The top of the
stones came in a variety of patterns, some with a

Visit Honey Field
Farm Stand & Greenhouses
This Season!

s a r g e n t

skull, some with a cherub ascending to heaven, and
some with a willow tree and urn.
It generally took ten days for a carver such as
Bartlett to create a stone, deliver it, and set it up. For
his efforts, Bartlett received $8. But his work did not
make him a wealthy man. When he died his “real and
personal estate” was valued at only $481.62.
Gershom’s wife Margret died in 1778, leaving behind
eight children. But even with a large family to tend to
on his own, Bartlett continued to create gravestones
until he died at the age of 75 in 1798. He is buried
next to his wife in the Waterman Hill Cemetery. n

Thanks to Lauren Pidgeon for her work creating a walking tour
of Hillside Cemetery this summer: www.norwichhistory.org/
hillside-cemetery. All quoted material comes from Norwich,
Vermont: A History and was written by Bill Aldrich. The Cemetery
Commission, Norwich Public Library, and Norwich Historical
Society have access to most of the cemetery maps. The
Norwich Historical Society has an updated record of most
occupants of the cemeteries.

d e s i g n

c o m p a n y

55 Butternut Road, Norwich, VT
www.HoneyFieldFarmVT.com
802-649-1500

Honey Field Farm is a
certified organic vegetable farm.
Our self-serve farm stand is
open daily through Halloween!
The Fall Bulk Sale is back!
Buy in bulk for great savings on organic produce and other
local food that you can enjoy during the cold months.

Pre-orders open
October 1

F rom small outbuildings and follies

Visit us at
HoneyFieldFarmVT.com
for more info

to large-scale estates, view our
portfolio at,

802.649.3230
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GOODWIN TREE & TRACTOR
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Home only Better

THAD GOODWIN
Goodwin Tree and Tractor
Canaan NH
802-299-7659
GoodwinTreeAndTractor@gmail.com

Upper Valley Aquatic Center's
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“I am so grateful for the great care Harvest Hill has given
Dad, even with the challenges of the last few years.”

-Steve, son of resident Dave
To learn more, contact
Peggy Cooper. 603.308.0475
or cooperm@apdmh.org
SEPT 24 • 10AM–2PM
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Assisted Living with Memory Care
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You’re Home at
The Woodlands.

We’ve made so many friends here.
To learn more, contact
Peggy Cooper. 603.308.0475
or cooperm@apdmh.org

Independent Living

APDLifecare.org | Lebanon, New Hampshire
Marvin Skycove

n keeping with the 25th anniversary of the Norwich Times I thought it would
be fun to look back to 1997 to get an inkling of municipal services and cultural
offerings at that time, and to foreshadow changes that were to come. For instance
the sidewalk that runs on Turnpike Road to Huntley Meadow was created as a
joint venture of the Town and the Fire District. The Norwich Public Library held
a successful capital campaign to complete a 1998 renovation. The Norwich Police
Department enrolled in the first statewide computer database, and the Selectboard
was searching for a permanent police chief. The Department had an Acting
Chief, two patrolmen, a Patrolman/investigator, two Special Officers and a
Secretary/Dispatcher. The Police Department operated out of a small ranch house
at its present location at Fire House Lane. Norwich was governed by a Selectboard,
as the first Town Manager, Dennis Pavlicek was hired in 2002. Buildings and
Grounds was created in 2008 to maintain Foley Park, Barrett Field, Huntley
Meadow, the Welcome Sign, and Route 10A.
Town Auditors were elected rather than hired in 1997. The Listers had
installed new computers and software; and were studying how to implement Act
60, the new statewide education tax system. Cheryl Lindberg was serving her
second year of twenty seven as Town Treasurer. The 1997 Grand List was
$298,724,206 as contrasted with $760,147,476 in 2021. Two farms were listed in
1997 with a combined assessment of $597,221, as contrasted with 10 farms in 2021
at $9,229,000. School enrollment was dropping from a high of 485 in 1995-96
down to 422 which allowed class sizes to be reduced to 20 students.
The Norwich Pool provided a welcome respite with its secluded, cool waters.
The pool dam washed out as a result of Tropical Storm Irene on August 28, 2011.
The Agency of Natural Resources would not issue a permit for a replacement,
perhaps in keeping with state goals to remove as many historic dams, mostly
industrial, from Vermont waterways to improve habitat and flood control. The
internet/World Wide Web was launched in 1983 and has become essential for
communications. In terms of Committees and offices, “Fence Viewer” may well
be the most historic, and Energy Committee, Affordable Housing Subcommittee,
and Childcare Committee provide the most recent opportunities to address the
pressing issues of our times.
Some significant changes were in store after 1997 in terms of state management
of taxation for education, the impact of computers and the internet, permitting
for septic systems, and changes to the Open Meeting Law (2014). The Town
would soon shift from Selectboard to a Town Manager form of government. The
library, athletic facilities, parks, and road safety features were enhanced. Most
recently national and world wide events have affected the Town, including
weather events due to climate change, lack of housing and childcare, a pandemic,
online Zoom meetings, and a national unemployment rate of 3.7%.
~ Mary Layton, Selectboard Member

NORWICH SELECTBOARD
www.norwich.vt.us • 802-649-1419
Selectboard@norwich.vt.us
Roger Arnold (Chair), Mary Layton (Vice Chair),
Aaron Lamperti, Rob Gere, Marcia Calloway
Residential & Commercial Services
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GRASS-FED MILK, YOGURT, CHEESE, AND ICE CREAM
SELF-SERVE FARM STORE—OPEN 24/ 7
Filled with food from over 50 local producers!
The best in local produce, meat, dairy,
and essentials.
On Friday afternoons we have fresh bread
and tarts from Straw Brook Bakery!

701 Turnpike Road, Norwich, VT | 802-369-4173

NorwichFarmCreamery.com
Get involved and help Save the Farm! norwichfarmfoundation.org
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FRESH LOCAL
DELIVERY

Yaniris McLenithan
blends the
Domican Republic and
the Upper Valley
in her fresh roasted
Hato Viejo Coffee

A SCREENING EXAM BY AGE 7
Find developing problems that will worsen.
Be proactive with Early Treatment.
Eight-year-olds should have
beautiful smiles.
We answer all of your questions.

WHEN IS IT TIME
FOR MEMORY CARE?

Complimentary
consultation and panorex
WE WELCOME NEW
PATIENTS OF ALL AGES

 



Learn the 10 warning signs of dementia.
Are you or an aging loved one forgetting simple
things and struggling to complete familiar tasks?
Although some forgetfulness with
age is natural, memory loss that
disrupts daily living is not a
normal part of aging. If you’re
concerned about yourself or a
loved one living alone, the memory
care experts at The Village can help you
identify warning signs, including changes in
driving, appearance, moods, activities, mobility,
medication management, home maintenance,
food habits, finances, and forgetfulness.

Dr. Eugene J. Bernal
Dr. Sandra K. Dufour
Dr. Ran He
Dr. Jessica M. Berry
Dr. Mitchell Styczynski
Mon, Tue, Wed, & Fri
8am-5:30pm
Thurs
8am-7pm

802-295-4887
587 Hartford Avenue
White River Junction
Vermont

Come visit our second location in Hanover
HANOVER EYECARE – 45 Lyme Road, Suite 201
We recently did a renovation and have added
several new frames and new frame lines
Check them out! 603-643-2140

CALL 802.295.7500 TO SCHEDULE
A VISIT AND LEARN MORE.

Specializing in all aspects of family eyecare:
Comprehensive medical eye examinations
Contact lens specialists
Infant & children’s evaluations
Pre- and post-laser surgery services
Largest optical showroom in the area
Eyeglass accessories
Designer & sport sunglasses

101 Currier Street
White River Junction, VT 05001
www.TheVillageAtWRJ.com

Medicare and Major Medical Accepted
Evening Appointments Available
whiteriverfamilyeyecare.com
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S P ONS OR SPO T LIG H T
Mascoma Bank: A Client’s Story

O

ften, to learn about an organization, institution, or business, it’s
best to speak with those who utilize
that entity – customers and clients, for
example. That being the case, we’ve contacted a local Norwich business, Rooted
Gardens, to discuss their relationship with Mascoma Bank.
“Rooted Gardens is a Norwichbased ecologically minded landscaping
business giving Norwich residents the
ability to make a positive environmental
difference in their own backyards,” say
the owners of the business, Krystyna
Oszkinis and Matt Stuart. Krystyna, a
member of the Ecological Landscaping
Association, is Rooted Gardens’ garden
designer. Matt runs the lawn care
division of Rooted Gardens, called
The Electric Lawn. “The Electric Lawn
uses the top of the line electric
commercial mowers, capable of
mowing all day to deliver a quiet,
clean, professional mow,” he explains.
One of the tools required to see
their business plan, or any business
owner’s plan come to fruition, is by
having a good working relationship
Krystyna Oszkinis and Matt Stuart from Rooted Gardens
with a financial institution. Enter
Mascoma Bank.
Matt and Krystyna are frequent visitors to Mascoma’s Norwich branch. “As
young business owners, we are constantly popping in (to) ask a quick question,
and it’s a huge time saver to do so with someone who knows the ins and outs of
our business,” says Matt. “Furthermore, we choose do our personal banking with
Mascoma Bank because it helps to have someone be able to look at our finances
holistically.”
Alyssa Hughes, manager of the Norwich branch, garners special accolades
from Krystyna and Matt. “Our best example of how banking with Mascoma is
invaluable to our business is the time Alyssa remotely facilitated the financing of
a specialized piece of equipment we could only find all the way down in
Maryland. Thanks to the rapport which comes with local banking, Alyssa
was able to authorize last minute wire transfers to us more than once, enabling us
to successfully negotiate a machine acquisition that would be impossible had we
not been on a first name basis with our bankers.”
Whether it’s dealing with a financial officer, buying a book, or getting a bid
from a contractor, there’s always something special about working with a
neighboring business just down the street from home.
Tom Hoyt, Mascoma Bank’s director of special projects, says small, local
businesses are an important component of the Bank’s mission, and he touts a new
service Mascoma has currently in the works for those entities.
“I can share with you that we are soon to launch a new lending product… that
would allow our existing customers to apply for online.
“This is a smallish size small business loan and the application process takes
just 5-10 minutes to complete. The customer would find out if they are approved
immediately, and could receive the money in as little as a day. In other words... it
is fast and easy,” says Hoyt.
Innovative products
such as this are important
to clients, as is the entire
mission of a bank. “Our
decision to bank with
Ma s c om a
is
ver y
intentional. Community
resilience is a founding
principal of both of our
businesses and banking
with a B-Corp directly
supports all of our
c o m mu n it ie s
small
businesses,” says Stuart. n
~ Frank Orlowski
The Norwich Times
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Christine Pinello, M.S, D.V.M., C.V.A.
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www.RiverRoadVeterinary.com
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Local businesses need us more than ever!

Don’t click it. Shop it!
Buy Upper Valley local,
because every dollar counts.
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searching the Vital Guide—
vitalcommunities.org/guide
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NORWICH HISTORICAL
SOCIETY PRESENTS
A localvore adventure
to Norwich’s working
farms & hill farms

We need writers
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the heart and soul
of a community.
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LOCALIZE!

Please support local arts, businesses,
and civic organizations.
We believe it’s the best way to make the
changes we wish to see in the world.

October 9

Find out more at:
www.norwichhistory.org

Explore Our

Members
Gallery

• Tuesdays – Saturdays 11– 5
• All work made by local artists
• Jewelry, photography, drawing,
painting, sculpture, fiber art,
pottery — cards and prints too
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THIS
HOLIDAY
SEASON!

Spring
Awakening
music by DUNCAN SHEIK
book & lyrics by STEVEN SATER

September 27 - October 23, 2022
The 2007 Tony Award winner for Best
Musical which has since become a cult
phenomenon, SPRING AWAKENING
features a contemporary indie-rock score to
express the essence of adolescence.

White River Junction, VT

The
Railway
Children

novel by EDITH NESBIT
adapted by CAROL DUNNE & ERIC LOVE

November 22, 2022 - January 1, 2023
Based on the British children’s novel of the
same name, this new holiday classic play
with music celebrates resilience, kindness,
and the power of the community to lift up
and support those with the greatest need.

NorthernStage.org | (802) 296-7000
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