
Virginia Dean

Global pandemics are nothing new. From prehistoric times to today, man has faced 
devastating diseases that have changed the course of history or, worse, ended civilizations 
altogether. What is novel, however, as local resident and historian Sarah Rooker discovered 

recently, is the telltale stories that accompany them. “Hanover High School rising senior Lauren 
Pidgeon and I had been researching the 1918 influenza epidemic in Norwich and realized there 
was very little information,” said Rooker, director of the Norwich Historical Society (NHS). “All 

we really had were newspaper clippings. Diaries and 
letters from the time casually mentioned it, but there 
weren’t enough to really gain insights into the 
community’s experiences.”

So, Rooker put together an online reflection form 
with some basic questions and the opportunity to 
upload images or other materials about Covid-19. The 
response was remarkable and now are reflected in a 
digital Community Diary. “Each time we reached out to 
the community, we received reflections,” said Rooker.

When the coronavirus began last March, one local 
resident who wished to remain anonymous, for example, 
said there were “all kinds of strangers walking in my 
neighborhood.” “We usually see zero to two people 
when out walking but when the lockdown came, the 
streets were almost crowded,” said the individual. 

For Claudia Marieb, the lifestyle transition warranted 
by the pandemic was “easy,” she noted. “I was enjoying 
hanging out in my house instead of working. “I went on 
long walks and practiced exquisite gentleness and 
self-care. But then I volunteered for two assignments in 
the Vermont Department of Health where I was 
employed and, suddenly, I became super busy.”

Early on in the pandemic, Marieb heard a concept 
that she liked: We’re all in the same storm, but not in 
the same boat. She said she’s been in several different 
boats since Covid-19 started and expects to be in more 
before it’s over.

A Community Diary
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Students Lead 
Antiracism Conversation

Julia Cook (L), Ellie Stannard (R), and Reilly Uiterwyk (page 16) lead 
the Antiracism and Inclusivity Committee

Julia Cook

Nancy Cressman’s Covid-era visual journal

Dan Fraser offers delivery & curbside pick-up

The wave of Black Lives Matter protests sweeping across 
and beyond the US has forced white Americans to open 
their eyes to racial abuse and injustices that are centuries 

old. The murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud 
Arbery, and more recently the shooting of Jacob Blake, have 
sparked a series of protests, demonstrations, and campaigns 
across all sectors of society. The music industry shut down for 
#blackoutfriday. Books about Blackness, Whiteness, and 
antiracism have shot to the top of bestseller lists as non-Black 
people strive to learn more about an issue that we have had 
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Lynnwood Andrews and Craig Layne

The Norwich Conservation Commission has 
two forest protection efforts underway – 
one near Gile Mountain and the other 

along Lake Norford Road. Both areas are in 
contiguous forest classified by Vermont as prime 
for protection.  We will be seeking public 
donations to secure these properties for 
permanent conservation this fall. 

Woody Adams Conservation Forest
The Norwich Conservation Commission 

(NCC) is working to acquire 186 acres of land 
(the Woody Adams Conservation Forest) located 
between the Norwich Town Forest and the Gile 
Tract, thereby protecting a 290 acre core section 
of a contiguous forest block centered on the Gile 
ridgeline, including the highest peak in Norwich.

We are partnering with the Upper Valley 
Land Trust (UVLT) in this forest conservation 
effort. The UVLT has obtained site control, has 
secured a $125K grant, and is seeking the other 
funding required to facilitate purchase of the 
land. To match that grant from the Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB), the 
Select Board (SB) approved use of $130K from 
the Land Conservation Designated Fund’s 
current balance as recommended by the NCC. 
To leverage that grant award and UVLT 
investments, the SB also approved permanently 

protecting all three parcels under a single conser-
vation easement granting development rights 
to co-grantees, UVLT and VHCB.

The conservation benefits include: public access 
to trails and logging roads, backcountry Nordic and 
snow shoeing access, water quality, flood 
prevention, forest connectivity and wildlife 
corridors, climate change resiliency and mitigation, 
and sustainable forestry.

The Arnold Project 
Nancy Arnold plans to donate to the Vermont 

Land Trust (VLT) a conservation easement on 112 
acres of her land west of Norford Lake Road. This 
property is part of the state of Vermont’s highest 
priority contiguous forest area in Norwich and it 
protects water quality because it includes a long 
segment of Avery Brook, a tributary of the 
Ompompanoosuc River. The land also serves as a 
wildlife corridor of particular value due to its 
calcium-rich bedrock that supports diverse plant 
life and its variety of land forms at mid to upper 
elevations. These include flat summit/ridge top, 
sideslope and flat at slope base as well as riparian, 
wetland and upland habitat. 

To keep up-to-date with these and other 
projects of the Norwich Conservation Commission 
see our website www.norwichconservation.org/
projects. n

NORWICH CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Two Norwich Forest Protection Projects 

Bakery + Cafe,  
Store and School

OPEN DAILY
8AM – 5PM

802-649-3361
135 Route 5 South

Norwich, VT 05055

BE WHO YOU ARE. BECOME WHO YOU WANT TO BE. 

Discover a transformative education at the Upper Valley’s
independent boarding and day high school.

MERIDEN, NH  KUA.ORG  ADMISSION@KUA.ORG 603-469-2100
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Please call Please call 
Gretchen Stoddard Gretchen Stoddard 
at at (802) 280-1910(802) 280-1910

TerraceCommunities.com

Woodstock Terrace
456 Woodstock Road, 
Woodstock, VT 05091
(802) 457-2228

Wheelock Terrace
32 Buck Road, 
Hanover, NH 03755
(603) 643-7290

Valley Terrace
2820 Christian St., White River Jct., 
VT 05001  (802) 280-1910
Wilder, VT, by Norwich

When selecting senior care, it is important to choose 
a community with a proven track record. Terrace 
Communities enjoys longstanding loyalty among its 
staff, who bring years of experience and an abiding 
respect for seniors.
The transition to assisted living at Terrace Communities 
is a meaningful experience for seniors and an 
engaging alternative to living on one’s own. Residents 
enjoy private apartments in a beautiful setting with 
superb services and amenities that include healthy, 
chef-prepared meals; entertainment; gardens; and 
dedicated resident assistants available 24/7.
Now, more than ever, Terrace Communities is the 
trusted choice for assisted living and memory care.

Now More Than Ever • Chef-Prepared Meals
• Private Apartments
• Activities, Music, Arts,  

Entertainment, Fitness 
and Outings

• 24-Hour Assistance/
Care

• Long or Short Stays
• Elegant Common Areas
• Medication 

Management
• Dementia, Alzheimer’s 

& Memory Care
• Transportation
• Housekeeping
• Rehabilitation Therapy
• Superior care for aging 

in place gracefully

Backyard Solar
Capture more sun for less.

Schedule a free assessment
(802) 649-3700 

info@solaflect.com
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G.R. PORTER & SONS, INC.

�is is a recently completed extensive remodeling renovation project in Hanover 
which nearly doubled the square footage. G.R. Porter originally constructed 

the oak-post-and-beam home in 1978. �e builders worked with 
Haynes and Garthwaite Architects in Norwich on the project.

Now Booking
for 2021

When life gets crazy… either busy crazy or eerily quiet crazy… take action, any action! 
When the pandemic first hit, the uncertainty of it all left people not knowing what 
to do, what to think, how to act. The floor fell away from people’s everyday lives. 

So, what did Norwichians do? They took action.
Read the cover story about the collaboration between the Norwich Historical Society, the 

Norwich Bookstore, and the Norwich Times to document a ‘community diary’ of residents’ 
thoughts, fears, creative works, and an accounting of people’s deeds during these uncertain 
times. The reactions and subsequent courses of action vary as widely as do the personalities in 
this town. The takeaway theme? Norwichians are a resilient bunch. And while the pandemic 
smoulders on, the fuel of racism fanned the fires of violence over and over again this summer. 
While Norwich is a predominantly white community and many people don’t see the obvious 
effects of racism in their immediate lives, many people are trying to make sense of it all and 
open their eyes. A group of Hanover High School students are leading the charge to facilitate 
important conversations, and to gain greater understanding of what we all can do in the effort 
to eradicate racism… beginning in our own backyards. While health and social well-being 
continue to be threatened, Norwich resident Bill Noble’s new book, Spirit of Place, might just 
be the antidote to this year’s civilization. In it he mentions one of his design principles. “..It 
should be informed, enchanting, and never complete.” Sounds like that guideline could apply 
to more than just garden design. And to circle back to taking action, Claudette Brochu, in the 
Selectboard Corner column, rightfully made a point to thank Bonnie Munday and Judy Trussell 
of Town Clerk fame for their above-and-beyond help during the Vermont primaries mail-in 
ballot efforts. It seems that no individual or organization has been spared the need to pivot and 
think outside the box. Thankfully, Norwich is made up of a bunch of thinkers and doers.

Have a happy and, above all, healthy fall season. May it delight the senses for many weeks 
to come.

~Jen

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

713 Hartford Ave., White River Jct.    802-295-6500    UpperValleyHaven.org

Upper Valley Haven

donate. volunteer. 
make an impact.

Your gift or service will ensure that our neighbors can  
access important resources during these difficult times.

You can help create a community, despite this pandemic, 
where people find hope and discover possibility.

uppervalleyhaven.org/donate

Our serene setting, spacious 
accommodations, caring 
staff and strong sense of 
community have earned us 
high ratings from residents 
and families. Find your 
home at Harvest Hill and 
discover peace of mind.

Independent and Assisted Living
with Memory Care

www.APDLifecare.org
Lebanon, New Hampshire

Community 
 and Care

To learn more contact 
Peggy Cooper.
603-443-9575 or
cooperm@apdmh.org
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Hello Norwich

I write this as we are suffering/enduring (choose your adjective) five months 
of a pandemic. The novel corona virus (hereby noted as C-19) has certainly 
disrupted our lives and will continue to do so even after a vaccine is 

developed. If there is anything I personally have taken away from C-19 it is 
that I am so glad that I am not a Schoolboard member. Nothing can possibly 
compare to the work the Schoolboard has undertaken as the board struggles to 
determine how best to provide public education for all students while keeping 
the students, staff, and family members safe.

Meanwhile, the Town has had to manage a drive-through Primary Election 
that included a re-vote on the geothermal Tracy Hall (TH) project including 
HVAC improvements to TH and lighting improvements to the Town Garage 
and Fire Department. As you all may know, the funding for the projects was 
soundly defeated. 

The absentee ballot process DID work. Kudos need to be sent out to Bonnie 
Munday and Judy Trussell for the work (mostly unheralded) done prior to the 
vote. While final counts escape me, I believe there were in excess of 1500 requests 
for mail-in ballots. Double that number to include the Special Town Meeting 
ballot. Before you ask, “So what’s the big deal,” even without the steps Bonnie 
needs to do to assure that the request is from a registered voter, the material you 
received in the mail needed to be “stuffed” into an envelope. No automation 
here. Peel a mailing label, affix to envelope, stuff with three ballots, envelope for 
un-voted ballots, another for voted ballot, and stamped , return envelope. 

While absentee voting has been raised as a concern by many on the national 
level, absentee or mail-in voting in Norwich is safe and secure. There are options 
other than the US Postal Service for delivering your ballot.  Vermont will be 
mailing the November 2020 ballot to all registered voters. You can return your 
ballot by mail (leave yourself at least 1 week for return), return your ballot in the 
dropbox outside of Tracy Hall, or hand in your ballot during regular voting hours. 
Bonnie will certainly be updating voters as the November election gets closer.

If you have not completed the 2020 Census, please do so. The census is 
critical in that federal funds are parceled out due to population. If we do not 
have an accurate count of the number of people living in Vermont, both 
documented and undocumented, we may see a cut in federal funds. There are 
many ways you can complete the census. You can respond online, by phone, or 
by mail. Census workers will also be knocking on doors. Go to www.2020census.
gov/en.html. Or call 1-844-330-2020. 

Finally, the Town needs to address the vote pertaining to the Tracy Hall 
Energy Improvement project. While approved at the March 2020 election, the 
August 11, 2020 re-vote on funding for energy upgrades including a geothermal 
system to Tracy Hall and lighting upgrades to the Fire Department and Public 
Works garage was soundly defeated. So where do we go from here? While we do 
not know why the project was defeated, the Town must still address the issues 
of an aging heating system, inadequate ventilation in Tracy Hall, and our overall 
goal of reducing fossil fuel use by 5%/year. We hope to address these issues during 
the upcoming budget and Capital Improvement plan discussions. 

Keep safe and be kind. n
Claudette (on behalf of the Norwich Selectboard)

SELECTBOARD CORNER

NORWICH SELECTBOARD
 www.norwich.vt.us  • 802-649-1419

Selectboard@norwich.vt.us 
Claudette Brochu (Chair), Roger Arnold (Vice-Chair), 

Rob Gere, John Langhus, Mary Layton

EXPERIENCE

STRONGHOUSESPA.COM
Experience Our New Wellness Lounge!

Salt Room with Salt Domes
Inversion Massage – Full Body Vibration 

Cannabis Friendly

GIFT CERTIFICATES ONLINE

Green View Advisors
FEE-ONLY
INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT
• FINANCIAL PLANNING
• DIVORCE PLANNING
• MONEY MANAGEMENT, CDFA™

Christopher Rhim

8 Beaver Meadow Road, Norwich VT 05055
Crhim@greenviewadvisors.com
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Cindy Heath

On the global continuum of 
gardening expertise, Norwich 
resident and garden designer 

Bill Noble’s credentials are substantial 
– former director of preservation for 
the Garden Conservancy, director of 
landscapes at The Fells on Lake 
Sunapee, restorer of the gardens at 
the Cornish home of Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens, and horticulture 
training at Harvard’s Arnold 
Arboretum.

Bill has also researched and 
restored some of the Cornish Colony’s 
most prominent gardens and 
landscapes, originally conceived by 
world-class designers Charles Platt, 
Ellen Biddle Shipman, and Stephen 
Parrish, and has traveled to visit and 
study both historic and modern 
gardens in the U.S. and around the 
world in Italy, England, Germany, and 
the Netherlands.

Amidst this rich cornucopia of 
experiences, one begins to 
understand how Bill’s gardening 
philosophy, creative eye, and design 
practices have evolved to make him 
a keen and knowledgeable observer 
of plant behavior, taking the axiom, 
‘right plant, right place’ to its highest form. 

With a refreshingly down-to-earth and 
practical writing style, Bill’s book, Spirit of Place: 
The Making of a New England Garden (Timber 
Press, June 2020), is full of his own stunning 
photographs and a nod to his many gardening 

mentors, including, and perhaps most notably, the 
plants themselves. In the book’s opening section 
titled ‘groundwork,’ Bill writes, “...some of the 
greatest satisfactions of gardening can come from 
the process itself - from working the soil, observing 
how plants respond to their conditions, 
developing and refining design ideas, making 
changes, always striving for a more potent effect.”

A spirited collector of trees, shrubs, and 
perennials, Bill’s lifelong practice of continuous 
improvement and experimentation has led to the 
creation of a lush and detailed year-round botanical 
garden on former agricultural lands around the 
Bragg Hill farmhouse he shares with his partner Jim 
Tatum. With help from horticulturist Sue Howard 
and decades of trial and error, the gardens are a 
colorful tapestry of hundreds of unusual and 
common plant varieties, blending seamlessly with 
the surrounding natural landscape. Touring the 
gardens with Bill is an exercise in astonishment. 
How does he sustain his interest in the art and craft 
of gardening? “It‘s just a way of life now, and I don’t 
question it. I like keeping up with new plants and 
new types of gardens, like pollinator gardens. Who 

knows what’s coming next?”
Spirit of Place explores how the 

gardens have ebbed and flowed since 
their modest beginnings in 1991. Some 
aspects of the gardens evolved using a 
master plan, like defining the 
boundaries of the garden, honoring the 
previous gardener Betty McKenzie, 
using old barn foundations as planting 
sites, and preserving the extensive 
meadow view. Other features evolved 
as Bill became intimately aware of the 
true nature and evocative potential of 
the landscape, like developing a garden 
for quiet reflection and retreat, the use 
of native plants, and supporting birds 
and wildlife. A primary design 
principle that spoke to me (among the 
18 described in the book) is one we 
might all adopt: “It should be informed, 
enchanting, and never complete.” The 
extensive potted plant combinations 
on the back deck and the expansive 
view of the gardens from the deck’s 
vantage point highlight dozens of 
thoughtfully refined plant 
combinations that Bill hopes will 
inspire an emotional response, and 
they certainly do - an amazing array of 
figs, sedges, succulents, and annuals 

YOUR GREEN SPACES

Spirit of Place: Bill Noble’s Gardens 

 
Congratulations  

to our client  
Bill Noble... 

happy gardening 
everyone.

We’re All About Your Life Outside TM

  

Website & Blog chippersinc.com  
Sponsoring Your Green Spaces Page

Tree •  Tur f  •  Garden •  Land •  Forest 

We’re  
All About 
Your Life  
 Outside TM
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adorn the deck, and a bodacious 
collection of trees, flowers, 
shrubs, and vegetables lead up to 
a peaceful vista of hay fields and 
the foothills of the White 
Mountains beyond. 

A self-taught gardener, Bill’s 
career path in gardening began in 
Cornish at the Saint Gaudens 
National Historical Park, and a 
number of the historic plants in 
his gardens came from Cornish as 
well as from The Fells. In keeping 
with his interest in experi-
menting, Bill has a number of 
nursery professionals in Rhode 
Island, North Carolina, Oregon, 
and Washington, as well as 
gardener friends who suggest 
plant varieties he should try. His 
current collecting focus is on 
Hydrangea serrata, native to the 
mountainous regions of Korea 
and Japan. He’s created a new 
bed for the collection, with 17 
different varieties so far. One 
variety, ‘Blue Billow’ is listed as 
hardy to Zone 6 (the Upper 
Valley is generally considered to 
be Zone 4), but it’s working just 
fine in Bill’s garden. Bill has 
learned to think outside the 
‘Zone.’ “People get focused on 
winter, but it’s really about the 
plant experience 365 days a year. 
Nursery people explain where 
the plant grows in the wild, and 
the conditions where the plant 
thrives and I try to replicate those conditions.” Over the years, Bill has 
developed extensive collections of phlox, hellebore, rodgersia, ferns, and 
Himalayan plants like saxifrages and primulas. 

One new collection of plants, ‘the new meadow,’ came about just as Bill 
thought he had exhausted the available planting space. He writes, “For a 

while, I thought I had 
reached the maximum 
gardened space on this site, 
and that there were no more 
appropriate spaces to build 
out. Yet the urge to 
experiment with new plants 
and attempt newer garden 
styles is ever-present.” The 
new meadow is inspired by 
Dutch designer Pete Oudolf, 
the garden designer of New 
York’s High Line and 
Chicago’s Lurie Garden, 
and features an array of 
grasses and perennials 
selected for their ‘sociability’ 
or the plants’ ability to work 
together with other plants. 
Pollinators also love the 
echinacea and alliums in 
the new meadow.

While Bill came to 
gardening after trying out 
woodworking, community 
organizing, and farming, he 
shows no signs of slowing 
down, even though his 
gardens have been featured 
in the New York Times, 
House and Garden, Martha 
Stewart Living, the 
Archives of American 
Gardens  a t  the 
Smithsonian, and the 
Garden Conservancy’s book 
Outstanding American 
Gardens (Stewart, Tabori & 

Chang, 2015). Every gardener should read Spirit of Place and keep an eye 
out for the next public tour of Bill Noble’s gardens - both experiences will 
expand your gardening horizons to places beyond your imagination! n
Cindy Heath is a garden designer specializing in Japanese style gardens and the 
Volunteer Coordinator for the UVM Extension Master Gardener program.

x

NORWICH WOMEN’S CLUB 

Thank You!  
The Norwich  

Women's Club  
thanks all of its 

members for their 
support this year. 

Please visit 
norwichwomensclub.org 
for our latest calendar  

of in-person and  
virtual events.
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GOODNESS InDEED

IS THE PROUD SPONSOR OF THE GOODNESS InDEED PAGE

Mascoma has a longstanding tradition of supporting local people and organizations doing good deeds for the community. www.mascomabank.com

See “Spotlight On Our Sponsor” on Page 19

Virginia Dean

Norwich Volunteers Take Active Role in Orchard Work

Some dozen volunteers from the town’s Willing Hands will once again 
be offering their time and labor this year at the Whitman Brook 
Orchard in Quechee. The Norwich-based non-profit serves people in 

need of all ages throughout the 
Upper Valley, having developed 
an efficient system for food 
recovery and distribution.

“We arrange for regular 
pick-ups with over 40 food donors 
and deliver to at least 58 organi-
zations every week, all year long,” 
said Executive Director Gabe 
Zoerheide. “Together we provide 
one small but effective solution to 
a very big challenge.”

Many families and individuals 
in the Upper Valley struggle to 
make ends meet. And now, with the onset of Covid-19, those facing food 
insecurity in the region have jumped by 33 percent, according to research 
by the University of Vermont and John Hopkins University.

For the last ten years, Willing Hands has been sending gleaning crews 
to Whitman Brook Orchard in order to collect spare apples not collected 
by owner Terry Dorman’s crew. “We have a great relationship with Willing 
Hands,” said Dorman. “Because we emphasize picking your own, the once 
a week gleaning of our apple drops ensures the floor is as clean as possible. 
What distinguishes us is that our program is weekly as opposed to the end 
of the season which provides Willing Hands a diversity of fruit.”

Dorman said that the apple drops are collected in three purposes: 
composting, processing, and first quality for fresh eating. “Willing Hands 
collects tons of apples each year, about 1,500 pounds in an hour and a half 
gleaning session each week as long as the season lasts,” said Carolyn Frye, 
the Gleaning Program volunteer lead. “The apples are then distributed to 
neighbors in need throughout the Upper Valley.”

As volunteers pick up the drops and cull out the bruised or blemished 
fruit, they tidy up the floor of the orchard. “Terry benefits not only from the 
pleasure of donating the apples to Willing Hands but also from having a 

Virginia Dean

Quechee resident Terry Dorman was undoubtedly an environmental 
steward before he knew it. When he was a young boy of perhaps nine 
or ten, for example, he often grabbed his fishing rod and left his  

           Massachusetts home along with his dog to walk a mile through the 
woods to Four Mile Pond, spring fed and about 100 feet deep in the middle.

This would be the beginning of his long devotion to and protection of 
the natural environment that he came to love. Even when he was three 
years old, he followed his father into the woods and, after getting lost, 
waited for him sitting on a stump. Over the years, he returned to those 

well-groomed orchard,” Frye said. “The drops from the apple trees could 
become quite hazardous for people as they wander among the trees picking 
for themselves.”

This year, abiding by all Covid-19 precautions, Willing Hands volunteers 
will be gleaning at Dorman’s orchard beginning mid-September, usually on 
Thursdays, said Jim McCracken, Gleaning and Gardening Coordinator. 

The apples are then delivered to 
all of their 70+ recipient sites. 
“We often have had groups as 
large as 20 to help with picking 
the drops,” said McCracken. “King 
Arthur Flour and some school 
groups have also helped the 
volunteers.”

Last year, Willing Hands had 
114 volunteers participate, some 
of whom were repeats. They 
gathered 12,051 pounds of apples. 
Since 2017, it has recovered 
28,674 pounds of apples and has 

had 188 volunteers, again with many repeat gatherers, he related.
Norwich volunteer Charles Lindner has gleaned at Dorman’s orchard on 

several occasions. “It’s a spectacular setting with a view of Quechee and 
beyond,” said Lindner. “The orchards are obviously meticulously cared for 
and have a number of varieties of apples. It’s a pleasure to work with a crew 
of good-natured volunteers and gather large numbers of beautiful apples 
that get distributed to food shelves throughout the Upper Valley. The 
gleans are always well organized, friendly, and offer a hands-on opportunity 
to make a contribution.”

Gleaning Program Coordinator Sara Cavin agreed. “The team that 
Terry has is friendly and hard-working and extremely knowledgeable about 
all the varieties of apples they have,” said Cavin. 

Frye said that the apple harvest coincides perfectly with the foliage 
season which is a bonus for the volunteers who come to glean. And, she 
“loves” introducing Dorman to the volunteers before they start gleaning.

“Terry is a treasure trove of apple lore and facts, and volunteers are 
fascinated by new tidbits each time he tells the story of his orchard,” Frye 
said. “With over 100 varieties of heirloom apples, we have a lot to learn 
from him.” n

woods regularly where he and his father cut firewood, built roads, hauled 
out a few saw logs and burned lots of brush.

The house where he lived with his family was surrounded by apple trees, 
and Dorman remembers the “big, old trunks and the gnarly apples.” His 
father had a large garden, and Dorman became responsible, as a young lad, 
to pull the weeds and haul the rocks from their vegetable garden. He 
brought peas to his mother (who, at age 100, is still living at their Boxford 
home) and planted trees with his father who taught him the love of the 
forest and vegetable garden.

Dorman brought that experience and passion to Vermont in 1980 and 

Gleaning Apples for the Greater Good

Apple Grower Reclaims and Restores 100-Year-Old Orchard
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acquired his land on Wheelock Road eight years later. It is now known 
as Whitman Brook. At the time, it was to be a waystation while he and 
his wife, Sara, searched for a larger and more rural parcel.

“Quechee was at first just an outpost to work from transitionally while 
I found a farm,” said Dorman, looking out at the brook that runs along the 
back of his house. “But it became so much more. Our approach to 
landscaping, design and stewardship is largely through visual observation 
of the natural world. Whitman Brook offers a breadth or terrain and 
environments. I never intended to live here, but it gave me the solitude 
of Vermont and the peace of winter.”

The couple called off the search in 2001, several days after the 
9/11 attack. Their abutting neighbor to the north had listed their 
house, and they quickly signed a P&S, subject only to a formal 
inspection. The acquisition, although just an acre of land and a house 
they later demolished, changed the character of their property dispro-
portionately. But it gave them a site for a guest cottage and was the 
keystone in visually tying their land with the orchard across the road. 
“Whitman Brook became a gift of sorts,” said Dorman. “Not only 
could I conserve a farm, I was able to create one.”

The old Fells orchard gave him a start. Planted around 1920, it was 
abandoned in 1968 and had started to revert to forest by the time 
Dorman negotiated a lease with the Quechee Lakes Landowners 
Association in 1995. He has since tripled the size of the orchard with 
520 trees and now grows 132 varieties of apples, many of which are 
hard-to-find heirlooms. Ninety of those are of bearing age, although 
this year will be a lighter harvest, Dorman said.

“Remember that many of our trees are standard rootstock, much 
bigger than the size grown in commercial orchards nowadays, so they 
are spaced farther apart and have the height, width and canopy of a 
shade tree, “evoking days gone by,” he explained.

The farm’s signature apples include Hewes, a very small crab apple 
that has a yellow-green skin covered with deep red later in the season, 
ripens in mid-September and, according to Dorman, is the best apple 
to make roasted applesauce; Cox’s Orange Pippin, a “magical apple,” 
Dorman said, and is considered England’s MacIntosh, highly regarded 
due to its full flavor and crisp texture; Karmijn de Sonnaville, an 
offspring of Cox that is complex for eating and “makes a terrific crisp,” 
Dorman noted; and the original strain of McIntosh, “a whole different 
apple, known for its tender white flesh that’s crisp, sweet and juicy.

The older varieties are bred for specific regions and uses and carry 
such romantic names as Calville Blanc, Stayman Winesap, Westfield 
Seek-No-Further, Hubbardston Nonesuch, and Belle De Boskoop. 
Dorman has purchased some trees from nurseries specializing in older 
varieties and others from farms in surrounding Upper Valley towns. He 
sprays minimally and uses sticky traps when possible.

To Dorman, the six-acre orchard is a special place, one that 
transports him back to the early 20th century when it was first planted. 
“Who were those men who dug every hole by hand, watered the freshly 
planted whips every week for the first year?” Dorman asked. “What did 
they talk about? Calvin Coolidge was U.S. President, and my mother 
was a toddler.”

Terry working tirelessly to finish pruning. Oliver and Leo (@all.about.l.e.o) over-
see delivery.

WE ARE OPEN:
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· CUSTOM CONSULTING
· GALLERY BROWSING
· FINE JEWELRY REPAIR
· BATTERY REPLACEMENT

· ONLINE SHOP
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DesignerGoldJewelry.com | 603.643.3864
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Continued on page 11
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the privilege to ignore for too long. Students, teachers, and professors at many 
universities and high schools, including Hanover High, have created pages on 
social media dedicated to telling the stories of BIPOC at primarily white 
institutions. The stories posted anonymously on @culture.at.hanover are 
disgusting, but not surprising, and pressing reminders of why HHS needs to 

directly address racism and other forms of hate.
As the end of the school year drew near, Council devoted one of its last 

meetings of the year to discussions of racism at HHS. We heard members’ 
frustration at the inaction of the administration to address incidents of racial 
abuse, as well as their motivation to do more. People wanted actionable steps to 

create change, and Council leadership had late-night meetings thinking of how 
to best provide a space and resources for students, staff, and community members 
committed to continuing the conversation about racism at HHS, and to finding 
ways to combat that racism. 

Reilly Uiterwyk and Ellie Stannard, inspired by the body’s desire to devote 
more meeting and discussion time to the topic of racism, as well as any other form 
of discrimination based on a person’s religion, gender identity, or sexual 
orientation, brought forward a motion to form the Antiracism and Inclusivity 

Committee (or AIC). As with any 
Council committee, AIC would 
invite and encourage everyone, 
including non-Council members, to 
attend. It would be able to elect its 
own chairs and make decisions 
independently of Council. The 
creation of the committee was put 
up to a vote, and the motion passed. 

Because committees need chairs 
to be effective, Reilly, Ellie, and I 
became interim co-chairs until we 
can hold elections this fall. We 
believe that one of the key concepts 
behind the AIC is amplifying the 
initiatives of pre-existing groups, 
such as the Staff Equity Group, the 

District Equity Group, and Diversity Club. These groups are already doing 
crucial work, including organizing MLK Day speakers and conducting and 
interpreting the District Equity Audit. As such, we invited members of these 
groups to speak at our first meeting, which took place on June 10th. Ms. Voake, 
Ms. Hansen, and Meredith Felde were kind enough to prepare presentations 
summarizing the goals and actions of the different groups, and attendees of the 
meeting had a chance to ask questions after the presentations. 

Students and teachers alike agreed: we are obligated, as a school and as 
individuals, to work towards a better HHS. Because actionable steps are often (if 
not always) better than words, I suggested that we form summer book groups to 

HANOVER HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS COMBATING RACISM – continued from page 1

It’s more important than 
ever to live where you feel 
safe and socially connected. 
That’s why I love living at 
The Woodlands. 

Independent Living
www.APDLifecare.org

Lebanon, New Hampshire

Robert Graham Sands
Resident of The Woodlands

To learn more contact 
Peggy Cooper.
603-443-9575 or
cooperm@apdmh.org

Sage McGinley-Smith, 12th grade, Beaver Meadow Rd.
How did you hear about this 
committee and what prompted 
you to join?
I learned about this committee 
through the HHS Council, and 
decided to join because it seemed 
like a way to help both myself and 
my school grow in a positive way. 
Being from a community of 
mostly white, privileged 
residents, how are you navigating the unfamiliar waters of racism?
I am really trying total a step back to listen, learn, and become more self aware, 
as well as embrace the necessary discomfort of the conversations.  
How can you make a difference in the world beyond Norwich now and as 
you prepare to leave the nest, so to speak?
I think just having an awareness of the privilege that I have, and using that 
privilege to advocate for those who have been disadvantaged and oppressed by 
racism in this country. 
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read and discuss books about race and racism. We sent out a survey and ended up 
with two reading groups; one group chose Robin DiAngelo’s White Fragility and 
the other Ibram X. Kendi’s How to Be an Antiracist. Additionally, the larger 
group agreed to read Ta-Nehisi Coates’ Between the World and Me, a nonfiction 
book written as a letter to the author’s teenage son and inspired by the epistolary 
structure of James Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time. 

We understand that education and information are only the beginning of the 
change we need to realize. As Kendi writes, it is not “ignorance and hate [that] 
cause racist ideas.” Instead, “the self-interest of racist power” is “the root problem.” 
This self-interest produces “racist ideas to justify the racist policies,” thus 
maintaining the racist power structure. However, education is an important first 
step to wrapping our heads around the history and complexity of racism, and it 
can help us find a starting place without reinventing the wheel.

As school ramps up again, Reilly, Ellie, and I are excited to meet with the 
group and discuss next steps. We hope to discuss Between the World and Me, 
hold elections for this year’s chairs, and work with Diversity club and the Equity 
Groups to find ways to create and implement policies that can help HHS become 
a safe and welcoming place for everyone. We would love to have you join us, and 
we will be sending out a meeting date once we see what school days will look like. 
Please email any one of us (ellisonstannard@hanovernorwichschools.org, reilly-
uiterwyk@hanovernorwichschools.org, or juliacook@hanovernorwichschools.
org) if you have any questions or would like to join the mailing list. n

Dorman spent all winter pruning. On January 1, he hauled seven ladders into 
the northwest corners. For the rest of the day and the next 125 straight days, he 
pruned. With a full-time job as the founder of Dorman & Fawcett that advises 
businesses across the US and UK, that meant starting in the evening with a fistful 
of AAA batteries and a headlamp. As the days grew longer and warmer, the 
headlamp was used less, and Dorman watched the valley come back to life. Then, 
at the end of April, standing on top of Row 1 in the Wheelock orchard, he could 
look back over his entire winter.

Dorman’s holdings approximate 200 contiguous acres, and he is actively 
seeking to expand wherever possible. He has purchased the Clark Hillcrest 
barn and field that abuts the southwest boundary of his property that will allow 
him to make it part of his walking trail network. The field will be left open for 
agricultural and open space purposes only. “The barn will remain, and we will 
add a greenhouse and hoop-house east of it,” said Dorman. “Any landscaping 
and planting will be carried out in the tradition of old Vermont, consistent 
with the materials and workmanship used at our main house and cottage on 
Wheelock Road.”

Whitman Brook also includes a wildlife parcel that is part of the QLLA 
greenbelt. Dorman has an agreement with QLLA to manage the parcel. “Our 
master plan includes the restoration of approximately 25 acres of fields and a 
primary agricultural/forestry travel way,” said Dorman. “An extensive network 
of walking trails is contemplated for the adjacent parcels now owned or 
expected to be acquired.”

With no heirs (his wife, Sara, passed away in 2017) and mindful of the loss 
of his family property in Massachusetts, Dorman’s life’s work is dedicated to 
de-subdivision and the gifting of the resulting house, gardens and land to 
conservation or the public.

Ever the environmental steward, aware and knowledgeable of the world 
around him and making sure he does as little as possible to negatively impact it, 
Dorman has worked on a day-to-day basis for the last thirty years to ensure 
sustainability in this increasingly industrialized world, using what his father 
taught him so long ago as a boy in the woods by the house in which he grew up.

“This is a magical place, and no one ever knew,” he reflected as he looked at 
his east orchard that sits above the upper valley underneath the hills of New 
Hampshire. “Growing up on an old farm and acreage that we eventually could 
not hold on to, I saw what was lost. Coming to Vermont was a way to turn back 
the clock and bring that back, to live more simply and be closer to the land.”

Dorman’s goal in restoring the orchard is to make more varieties of apples 
available to consumers and to donate any excess harvest to local food shelves. The 
orchard has been open to the pubic since 2010. Hours are Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. It lies half a mile up Wheelock Road 
in Quechee on the right. The orchard will be open until early November. n

100-YEAR-OLD APPLE ORCHARD – continued from page 9
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AROUND TOWN
Norwich Technologies Wins Department of Energy Grant

In July, Upper Valley energy company Norwich 
Technologies, Inc. announced it won a $1.1 
million grant from the U.S. Department of 

Energy to develop a low cost hybrid solar power 
system that can deliver renewable energy 24 hours a 
day with the use of long duration thermal energy 
storage.  Norwich Technologies is one of eleven 
small solar companies from nine states awarded a 
total of $12.3 million in grants.  The grants came 

from the Department of Energy’s Solar Energy Technologies Office, and are 
designed to assist the companies in commercializing their innovations.

At the time of the award of the grant, Norwich Tech’s Chief Technology 
Officer Troy McBride said the money will allow the company, “…to continue 
our work on this next generation technology that will enable low cost, 
twenty-four/seven distributed-scale solar electricity.  The Solar Energy 
Technologies Office continues to support projects such as ours that together 
help to create a resilient, affordable, solar-powered future for the USA.”

Norwich Tech’s VP of Research and Development Jonathon Lynch 
said, “This award recognizes the excellent work by our R & D team and 
our partners in developing this technology to date. We look forward to 
completing the next phase of development and bringing this technology 
to the U.S. marketplace.  Our SunTrap 24/7 Solar Generation System (the 
project being funded) solution will provide users with increased energy 
resilience and reduced electricity costs.”

Founded in 2011, Norwich Technologies began with a vision towards 
developing and commercializing leading edge innovations in clean 
technology.  Based in White River Jct., their mission includes rapidly 
advancing the integration and deployment of affordable solar power.  Their 
commercial branch, Norwich Solar Technologies, assists New England 
companies and non-profit entities in improving their financial, social, and 
environmental standing through use of these innovations in energy use. n

~ Frank Orlowski

2020 Book Angels

We all know that there are children and young adults in our 
community who would love to own a special book… The Book 
Angels are returning to Norwich to distribute books for the 

holidays and asking for your help! 
Dedicated volunteers work with several local non-profit service 

agencies to develop a “wish list.” This year, we will publish a list of 
suggested titles on our website. You can order from that page or call us. If 
you don’t see the special book you were looking for on the list, let us know 
and we will order it. Or you may purchase a “Book Angel Donation” gift 
card online to be used specifically for this program.

We’ll take care of gift-wrapping and sorting the books for delivery. 
Books are needed in early December so the care providers can distribute 
them in time for the holidays.

We thank you all for generously supporting this important local 
tradition! n ~ Liza Bernard, Norwich Bookstore

Sept 26  – oct 23, 2020
WedneSdayS– SundayS 11am– 6pm 
MeMberS Gallery | viSit for free

A special exhibition of artwork created by artists 
of all ages in celebration of the lives of dogs 
that touch us in ways great and small.

10% of sales will be donated to Long Trail 
Canine Rescue, the organization that rescued 
Alfred and brought him to the Upper Valley.

avagallery.org  11 bank street  lebanon  603.448.3117
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Cheers to Uncertainty

Six months ago, most of us thought our lives would be “back to normal” 
by now. Instead, we are still in the midst of a time of wearing masks, 
deliberately thinking about how to interact with other people, and 

considering every item we touch. We have all had to learn how to do things 
differently, and few parts of our lives remain unaffected. School drop-off drills, 
stores operating only by pre-order, and the constant question “where’s my 
mask?” are certainly new parts of our lives, and require all of us to remember 
just a few more things than we had to before 2020 rolled into town.

Since this all began, I have been reminded repeatedly how glad I am to 
be living here! While people elsewhere were frantically hoarding toilet 
paper, I was filling my freezer with phenomenal locally-raised beef! As the 
farm stands filled up their shelves and baskets this spring, I was overwhelmed 
by the availability and quality of local produce we have available within a 
small radius from home. 

Like everyone else, I find the uncertainty to be the most challenging part 
of this time. Social isolation for a 4-year-old has not always been pretty, but 
we’ve found ways to keep her engaged and entertained, often just by being 
outside. Most gratifying for me has been the daily feedback from customers, 
thanking us for doing business curbside and making selections for them! So we 
will keep on doing the best we can, reminding ourselves how amazingly 
fortunate we are to be here, and learning new ways to do things that have 
never required a second thought! The uncertainty can’t last forever, and we 
are sure to appreciate many of the smaller parts of our lives moving forward. n
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NORWICH, VERMONT 05055
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David Callaway

As the new school year begins, it’s probably a good 
idea for all of us, not just students, to brush up 
on our math skills. Let’s try a few questions. 

Here’s the first one: How many seconds in eleven years? 
Is everyone reaching for a calculator? The answer is 
346,896,000. Next try this: What sum multiplied by 
itself will produce 998,001? Answer: 999. How did you 
do? Well, now consider this: in 1810, a six-year-old 
Vermont boy answered both of these questions in 8 
seconds. His name was Zerah Colburn

Born in 1804 in Cabot, VT to Abia and Betsy 
Colburn, Zerah was the sixth in a family of eight 
children. Fortunately, when Zerah was only 29, he 
published an autobiography describing his early life 
and travels. Oddly, the Memoirs of Zerah Colburn by 
Himself was written in the third person and Colburn 
referred to himself as “Zerah” or “the boy.” 

Zerah grew up on a small farm. His father worked as 
a joiner to support the family. In August 1810, when 
Zerah was about six years old, he was playing near his 
father’s work bench. His father heard him reciting 
math facts: 5 times 7 is 35, and 6 times 8 are 48. His 
father was surprised, especially since his son had only 
spent six weeks at a village school. So he asked Zerah 
the product of 13 times 97, “to which 1,261 was 
instantly given in answer.” Astounded, his father 
“concluded that something unusual had actually taken 
place; indeed he has often said he should not have 
been more surprised, if someone had risen up out of the 
earth and stood erect before him.”

Later his father took the boy to Danville, where 
court was in session. Zerah was questioned by the judges and lawyers. They, too, 
were impressed by his mathematical skills. They encouraged Mr. Colburn to 
take his son to the legislature which was to convene in Montpelier at the start 
of October. There a large number of people “had an opportunity of witnessing 
his calculating powers, and the conclusion was general that such a thing had 
never been seen before.” Questions were asked to stump young Zerah, “but he 
answered them correctly; for instance, which is the most, twice twenty-five or 
twice five and twenty? Answer: twice twenty-five.” 

From Montpelier the father and son headed to Burlington. But, soon, Mr. 
Colburn realized that larger audiences and wealthier patrons were required if he 
wanted to take advantage of his son’s gifts. So, he and Zerah headed to Boston. 
Along the way they stopped in Hanover and met Dr. Wheelock, the president 
of Dartmouth College, who proposed to “take upon himself the care and expense 
of Zerah’s studies.” But Mr. Colburn could not be convinced to accept the 
generous offer.

In Boston, Zerah continued to astonish audiences at public exhibitions. Soon 
a “number of the first gentlemen” in Boston wanted to see to Zerah’s education 

and establish, “a situation where he might be enabled 
to pursue the studies which seemed most adapted to 
his genius, and render it profitable to the world.” They 
offered to raise $5,000. Mr. Colburn would receive 
$2,500 and the other half would be used to keep the 
boy under their control and educate him. But the offer 
was “not equal to the exalted expectations of his 
father.” In addition, being separated from his son “did 
not harmonize with his views of parental obligation.” 

Abia and Zerah traveled to New York, Philadelphia, 
and Washington, and made enough money from 
Zerah’s shows to continue to the next city, but not 
enough to cover an education for the boy and a profit 
for the father. “Mr. Colburn began to think that his 
situation and prospects were not likely to be improved 
by a longer effort in his own country.” In addition, as 
one traveler who met the Colburns, pointed out, “the 
desire of the father to have his son educated has been 
superseded by the curse lust for gold.”

 In April, Zerah and Abia returned to Norwich 
where Mrs. Colburn and the rest of the family had 
come to stay with relatives. There was speculation that 
she had traveled to Norwich to encourage her husband 
to return home. But Abia declined his wife’s pleas. 
Finding little interest in Zerah’s talents in America, he 
decided it would be more profitable to display the 
young genius in England. So on April 3, 1812, even 
though a war had just begun with England, the two 
walked aboard the New Galen and set sail for Liverpool.

In London, Zerah’s performances continued to 
dazzle audiences. Despite the well-attended perfor-
mances, there was little profit. A British friend of the 

Colburns suggested that an image of Zerah would be a money maker. So a 
drawing was created and engraved, and copies of his image sold well. This 
engraving is the only likeness the world has of Zerah. A close look at his left 
hand shows that the eight-year-old boy had six fingers. Several of his brothers, 
his father, and great grandmother also had an extra finger. Zerah had the extra 
finger removed while he was in England.

With bills mounting in England and no patron on the horizon, Abia and 
Zerah set off for Paris in the spring of 1814. As soon as they arrived, a language 
teacher was hired for the boy and after a few months, Zerah was fluent in 
French. When his language course concluded, he entered the Lyceum 
Napoleon in Paris. 

During their time in Paris, the Colburns met with John Quincy Adams, who 
had come to Europe in early 1815 to sign the Treaty of Ghent, which ended the 
War of 1812. “The father is a plain New England farmer and by all appearance 
a very ordinary man,” Adams wrote. “His language is that of our most 
uneducated people... Zerah is certainly an astonishing and promising boy; but 
if his promise is ever to realize anything, the sooner the father commits him to 
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the tuition of the Polytechnic School the better.” Sadly, Mr. Colburn did not 
follow the advice of the statesman.

In the summer of 1816, once again short of cash, Abia pulled Zerah out of 
his French school and returned to England, where Zerah’s exhibitions began 
again. In London, they connected with the Earl of Bristol who raised funds for 
Zerah to attend the prestigious Westminster School. After problems with hazing 
from the older students, it was decided that Zerah would live with his father and 
become a day student. The money saved from boarding at the school was enough 
to support both the father and son. This plan worked well for the next three 
years, until Abia had another disagreement with the school administration and 
removed the 15-year-old Zerah from the Westminster School for good. 

With little interest in Zerah’s mathematical wizardry, Abia cooked up several 
new money-making schemes for his son. First, he had Zerah take acting lessons 
and they traveled from London to Ireland and Scotland looking for roles, but 
found no offers. Then he had Zerah try his hand at writing plays. This too was 
a failure. Finally, when he was 18 years old, Zerah opened a day school of his 
own. But the school made very little money and Zerah had to close it for good 
when his father became ill. Abia, who never saw his dreams fulfilled, died of 
consumption (tuberculosis) in February 1823. He was 54. 

With no money and an ocean away from his home in Vermont, Zerah told 
the Earl of Bristol of his father’s passing and said he was heading to America. 
Once again the Earl of Bristol generously assisted Zerah and gave him money for 
his homeward passage. 

When Zerah reached America, he hired a man in Whitehall, NY to drive 
him by wagon to Cabot. He arrived at his mother’s house near sunset on July 3, 
1823. “Not knowing who lived there, they inquired of an elderly woman who 
was at the door, if she knew where the widow Colburn lived? She replied that 
she was the woman.” Zerah, who left home when he was six, “made himself 
known as well as he could,” but his mother failed to recognize him until his 
brothers and sisters appeared and agreed that this was indeed their long-lost 
brother who hadn’t communicated with the family for 13 years.

Mrs. Colburn, now 65, had “by a course of persevering industry, hard fare, 
and trials... succeeded in supporting herself, besides doing a good deal for her 
children.” But she was struggling, so Zerah established a school in Cabot and 
worked to support the family. However, the school closed after two months, so 
Zerah left Cabot and worked at a school in Fairfield, NY. 

In 1829, Zerah married Mary Hoyt and between them they raised six 
children. There is no evidence that any of the children inherited their father’s 
math wizardry or an extra finger. In his memoir, Zerah reflected long and hard 
about the consequences of his calculating gifts and expressed his regrets at times 
that “his mysterious faculty was bestowed.” He also felt sorrow for his father, who 
abandoned his family and country, “and the trials which, after two or three years 
of prosperity, followed him to the close of his life, that he is led to believe his 
father paid dearly for the singular talent conferred on his son.” 

In 1835, the now Reverend Zerah Colburn became a professor of Latin, 
Greek, French, and Spanish at Norwich University, but surprisingly, not of 
mathematics. He taught there until he died of tuberculosis, the same disease that 
had taken his father, in 1839. He was only 35 years old.  

Zerah is buried alongside his wife in Meeting House Cemetery, the third-
oldest cemetery in Norwich. His tombstone is located in the northwestern 
corner, a quiet and peaceful resting place for one of Vermont’s most remarkable 
mathematical prodigies. n
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“Boat #1 has been the calm of working from home,” said Marieb. “Boat #2 
has been Covid-19 testing; Boat #3 is kindness to neighbors; Boat #4 COVIS-19 
follow-up calls; Boat #5. Public popup testing; Boat #6 fearing I’ve exposed my 
parents to Covid-19; Boat #7 pretending there is no Covid-19; Boat #8, the spa 
opens again; and Boat #9, contrasts from a massage to Covid-19 in prison.”

Amidst the pandemic, the Norwich anonymous person has noticed “strange 
things missing from the grocery store” such as graham crackers, flour, tofu, and 
cleaning supplies. “Where did all the organic flour go and when will it ever 
come back?” the individual thought at the time.

About two weeks into the pandemic, local 
resident and Left Bank Books former owner 
Nancy Cressman began making watercolor 
thumbnail paintings. She is still at it some 150 
days later.

“I wanted to keep a visual record of Covid-19 
memories,” said Cressman. “That included 
changes in household life, family moments and 
spring’s unfolding. The practice of making these 
paintings has made looking back through the 
Covid-19 months an easy way to remember 
what happened during this time. By capturing 
the most salient, prominent memory of each 
day, I have a pretty comprehensive record of my 
and my family’s experience.”

The month of March, for example, reflects new daily pastimes including a 
crossword puzzle, a Vermont state puzzle, and a card game. April 6 shows the 
records she and her family listened to nightly. May 2 indicates the creation of a 
virtual music experience, and June 12 displays the town parade for the Hanover 
High School graduating class of 2020. Finally, July 19 signifies the Cressman 
family’s yearly cleaning out of cobwebs in the cellar on a hot day, and August 
6-8 is a three-panel spread of a view from a bike ride the Cressman family took 
in Danville, VT on the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail.

This spring, Rooker also worked with the 4th graders at the Marion Cross 
Elementary School to put together a virtual time capsule after the students 
were given question prompts and asked to share photographs and reflections 
about how they were negotiating learning from home. “The children were 
quite motivated, knowing that their writing would be archived for the future,” 
said Rooker.

Marion Cross student Gideon related, for instance, that his iPad has been 
“very important” during the pandemic. “I use it to communicate with my friends 
and for online learning,” he said. “I can use it to play Magic the Gathering with 
my friends.”

Dorian liked using Zoom and Google Classroom to hang out with his friends 
to learn “in this new strange way.” “I think Google Classroom is harder than 
learning in real life, but I like that I get to do my work without a timer,” he said.

The 4th graders were also keenly aware of the precautions they needed to use 
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to deal with Covid-19 as well. “My mom and dad wore these (masks) when we 
went out so you wouldn’t breathe in the germs, and it also protected you from 
getting sick,” said Ryan.

Passing the time while at home during the pandemic found most 4th graders 
outside, creating important projects while sheltering-in-place.

Zander and his brother and father built a tree platform; Collin with his four 
friends started a crayfish business; Olivia invented a game called rocketship; and 
Sara made a rock garden passageway with her neighbors. Lila made bracelets for 
her friends, and Lidia, Grayson and Aydan became deeply involved in book 

reading.
But gathering these kinds of autobiographical 

materials wasn’t all Rooker and Pidgeon 
undertook. They also worked with a group of 
volunteers in Norwich to gather photographs of 
signs, notices from the listserv, and information 
from the local schools about the pandemic. They 
asked local resident Demo Sofronas to document 
curbside pickup at Dan & Whit’s and King 
Arthur Flour. “We’ve been saving many of his 
blog posts and photographs when they directly 
connect to Covid-19,” said Rooker. “This has all 
been gathered via Google Drive. This summer, 
NHS intern Elizabeth Rooker, a student at 
Mount Allison University has been downloading 
and printing the materials so they will be 
physically in the archive.”

So, what have community members gleaned so far from the pandemic? “I 
believe it has shown us many clear lessons about kindness, taking better care of 
our planet, supporting local community and, finally, eradicating racism,” said 
Norwich resident Amy Lems. “I hope we are all paying attention.” 

Once resident expressed appreciation for living in an area where most people 
seem to respect the request to wear masks and physical distancing. “I’m also 
extremely grateful to people like Dan Fraser who has made those of us at high 
risk feel safer by offering delivery and curbside pick-up,” said this Norwich 
resident. “Our local stores like the Upper Valley Food Co-op and the Hanover 
Co-op have made it easier on all of us.”

Other local residents also indicated a deeper appreciation for the importance 
of friends and family. “I think we need to be respectful of others and not to be 
resentful of what restrictions are placed on us,” said one blogger. “We need to 
find joy in acceptance and satisfaction in everyday activities as we are living 
through this unprecedented situation.”

And, for Rooker, the Norwich community has revealed itself as being 
resilient.  “There are circles of neighbors and friends watching out for each 
other,” she said. “In some ways, the restriction of staying at home opened up new 
creativity among the kids. And, as always, the beauty of this place has brought 
so many gifts – opportunities for socially-distanced, beautiful walking trails and 
vistas for a little escape and good soil for victory gardens.”  n
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Mark Lilenthal

Well, 2020 had a few surprises up her sleeve, 
didn’t she? It would be easy to dwell on my 
belief that the months between Labor Day 

and Inauguration Day are going to make the past six 
months look as simple as a game of Go Fish. 
Honestly, when we layer a healthy slab of presidential 
electoral politics right in between fat slices of 
pandemic-infused Black Lives Matter bread, the 
result is going to be one chaotic sandwich. It’s 
tempting to hide our heads under the covers and 
wait until it’s all over.

Of course, we Norwichians have never been very 
good at apathy and inaction, so we’ll all jump into 
the local, state, and national discussion with 
abundant energy (even if the various conflicting 
viewpoints may continue to mystify and baffle us). 

On quieter days, we may give ourselves a break 
from all that drama and reflect on the wonders that 
surround us here. As August waned, I reached out to 
some Marion Cross School teachers. I expected 
nerves, uncertainty, and some entirely 
understandable reluctance to go back into the 
classroom. What I encountered instead brought me 
joy, pride, and admiration. These teachers expressed 
excitement about the coming year, a demonstrable hunger for the opportunity 
to teach in this mad moment of ours. Their eyes showed me they understood 
that this year, more than any other, they are being asked to keep our children 
safe in a way that could never be put in a job description. Yet they did not 
cower in front of that responsibility. Instead, their voices were resolute, the 
sides of their masks drawn upwards, a sure sign of a smile. In other words, they 
just wanted to do their jobs. They were willing to, yet again, chase the magic 
miracle when a child’s imagination and comprehension come to life in front of 
their eyes. For my kids, that feels like the type of environment that will suit 
them just fine.

Littler glories also appeared on Main Street, Hopson Road, and elsewhere. 
Before I had the chance to understand the larger underlying national issue, 
citizens of Norwich were putting up public love letters to our local postal workers. 
Clearly, there would be no sleepwalking through the rest of 2020 for this town.

As the summer progressed, and travelers from neighboring states arrived in 
greater numbers, it was with some relief that I realized not everything has 

changed. Go to the farm stand on a Saturday 
morning, navigate around all the non-green license 
plates, and make some eye contact with the folks 
working. What a treat to roll our collective eyes and 
shrug our collective shoulders as the visitors locked 
their cars up tight and descended on the carrots and 
beets, convinced, somehow, that getting the 
vegetables was a competition, like hailing a cab in 
Times Square. When I was told it would be a 
30-minute wait to buy bread at King Arthur, I 
laughed out loud, button-hooked right outta there, 
and got the same baguette from Dan & Whit’s, 
where many people from New York and 
Massachusetts were attempting to go in the out 
door. It felt like 2019 again!

Speaking of Dan & Whit’s, I was in for some 
half-and-half one morning when I encountered a 
line too long for my taste. I held the carton up to a 
young worker and said, “Hey, I’m totally taking this 
without paying, but I’ll make up for it next time.” 
He didn’t flinch, giving me the a-ok sign. When 
next I was in, I told the woman at the register that 
she needed to scan the carton before I put it back 
because “I totally shoplifted it last time when the 
line was too long.” She laughed and said,“Only in 

Norwich do people come back and pay!” I am neither the first nor last to add to 
the foundation of trust that fuels our town.

I’ll recall the summer for 2020 for many other reasons, too: how my children 
began to ride their bikes around town unsupervised. The quality and abundance 
of the herbs in the pots on our deck. The incredible beauty our neighbors put 
on display as they tended their gardens for all to see. And, perhaps more than 
anything else, the kindness, comfort, and common ground that permeated all 
things Norwich. While we are, inherently, a nice community, there was 
something a little different this summer, as if we all decided, even temporarily, 
to look past weaknesses and annoyances and instead embrace the soothing 
reality that, if we were going to go through a once-in-a-century event, there was 
probably no better place or better group of people to go through it with than the 
3000 or so souls who make up our little village in Vermont. 

Some saner day in the future, I will look back at this summer. I will remember 
all the good, all the beauty, all the magnanimity that gripped our town. Without 
a mask, I’ll show my smile to the world, and the world will smile back. n
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Finding Solutions For Outreach

Not only has the Covid epidemic 
hurt many area businesses, it also 
has adversely affected many 

philanthropic efforts. A major contributor to our community is Mascoma Bank.  
But as Tom Hoyt, Mascoma Bank’s  public relations and social media coordinator, 
points out, Mascoma came up with alternative plans for community outreach.

The summer barbeque series Mascoma holds each year has become an Upper 
Valley institution. With those community gatherings unable to take place, Hoyt 
says the bank shifted gears, sending the funds they’d normally spend on the 
barbeques instead to various local efforts that provide needed food and meals.  
Beneficiaries of this change include LISTEN’s community meals program, and the 
Grafton County Senior Citizens Council Meals on Wheels program.

The CHaD Hero half marathon, benefitting the Children’s Hospital at 
Dartmouth, is a local fund raising event long supported by Mascoma Bank.  

Normally held in October, this year’s CHaD Hero race is a virtual event, held 
throughout October.  Mascoma Bank volunteers are usually found helping out 
with all aspects of the race.  This year, with volunteers not needed at race weekend, 
Mascoma will make a direct monetary donation to CHaD, says Hoyt.

Other autumn events Mascoma Bank traditionally supports include Breakfast 
for The Haven, a fundraiser not only supported by the bank, but also staffed by 
bank volunteers.  With this event likely not occurring, Tom Hoyt says The Haven 
will benefit from a direct contribution.

Mascoma employees receive a great deal of satisfaction from volunteering their 
time at these various fund raising events.  With so many not taking place this year, 
Hoyt says employees are involved with volunteering instead via Zoom meetings 
with various entities.  One advantage of this, he explains is that the time flexibility 
with online meetings offers many options for the volunteers.

Though many of the benefits Mascoma Bank supports have changed with virus 
concerns, the bank itself is returning to its routine operations.  “Most branches are 
back to normal,” says Hoyt, the precautionary methods remain in place.  “Despite 
Covid and its huge impacts…it’s been a really good 2020 (for the bank),” he adds.  
And the result of that good year is that it allows Mascoma Bank to continue its 
philanthropic work in our community. n

~ Frank Orlowski

Mascoma Bank employees volunteering for the 2019 CHaD Hero Half Marathon
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